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Brief statement of research:

The core of my academic concern 1s to search for an adequate description and
understanding of contemporary Taiwan. Since my doctoral dissertation, I tried to
approach this 1deal by studying Taiwan’s past, which 1s mterwoven by indigenous,
Chinese, Japanese and European influence. I adopted Niklas Luhmann’s perspective of
systems theory, especially his view on different forms of system differentiation to
mvestigate the long-term structural change from traditional China to modern Taiwan. 1
attempted to build a framework that was general enough to offer a guide for my studies
of different social spheres, and heuristic enough to stimulate my future engagement for
developing a native theory. Until now I have explored the systems of politics and
religion, and have made some more detailed and intensive studies about economic
semantics, the public/private distinction, the public sphere, and the history of sport and
exercise. Keeping this line of research, I wish to begin to place more emphasis on the
mutual mfluence between semantics and societal structures, as well as a comparative

study of civilization.
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