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Cultivation Resilience under “Official Trials”:
The Logic of Action of Yiguandao under
Contemporary Religious Governance in China

Hung-Jen Yang

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica

This study examines the development of Yiguandao in contemporary
China after the resumption of trans-strait exchanges and explores its logic
of action under authoritarian religious governance. With the expansion
of cross-strait interactions, Taiwanese business networks, the Confucian
classics recitation movement, and relatively tolerant local policies have
created limited gray spaces for Yiguandao’s activities. Yet, lacking official
recognition, Yiguandao’s missionary-adepts have generally adopted a
cautious strategy of avoiding and managing “guan-kao (official trials).”
While recognizing ongoing political risks, they also believe that Yiguandao
is not a heterodox cult. This gives rise to a “dual risk perception.” Based
on long-term fieldwork, this article argues that Yiguandao’s revival in
China has been driven largely by Taiwanese missionary-adepts and the
trans-strait religious networks they established, which foster local Chinese
followers across diverse social strata. Additionally, the study categorizes
the evolution of state—religion relations into three distinct stages. Finally,
the article proposes the concept of “cultivation resilience” to explain
how practitioners respond to official pressure. Rather than choosing
either compliance or resistance, they take precautionary measures while
remaining willing to bear the consequences of their actions. This logic
of “cultivation resilience” shapes Yiguandao’s engagement with state
regulation and reveals a distinctive form of religious autonomy under
authoritarian rule.

Keywords: Yiguandao, official trials, risk perception, cultivation resilience,

trans-strait social research
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