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Reconstructing History: Memories of Authoritarian
Rule among Intelligence and Military Judicial
Personnel in Taiwan

Hung-ling Yeh

Research Scholar, Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University

Current studies of authoritarian rule in Taiwan have largely examined
the functions and impacts of military judges, intelligence agents, and
political warfare personnel from an external perspective, while rarely
addressing their inner worlds. Through a preliminary examination of
available materials, this article analyzes how generations of members of
the authoritarian apparatus have remembered the February 28 Incident and
the White Terror after democratization, and how they have responded to
changing evaluations of the old order, thereby providing an empirical basis
for further perpetrator studies in Taiwan.

Focusing on domestic intelligence personnel and members of the
military judicial system, with peripheral members of the apparatus
included for comparison, the article examines their memories across
three dimensions: historical context, institutional operations, and personal
responsibility. Their memories remain broadly stable, largely legitimizing
authoritarian rule through friend-enemy distinctions and a logic of
preventive governance. When confronted with questions of accountability,
they tend to respond defensively, invoking the claim that they were “acting
in accordance with the law” or appealing to personal virtue and feelings
of grievance. They largely avoid acknowledging the harm caused by the
apparatus, let alone reflecting on their own actions and responsibilities.

Nevertheless, narrative shifts since the lifting of martial law reveal the
impact of changes in social values. Limited reflection can be found among
those occupying peripheral institutional positions or whose experiences
challenged their previous worldviews. Through the interplay between what
is emphasized and what is left unspoken, we can observe how dominant
memory becomes both a backdrop and a resource through which different
groups negotiate, reconfigure, and adapt their memories and identities.

Keywords: collective memory, transitional justice, authoritarian rule,
White Terror
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