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Japanese Colonialism and Decolonizing Violence in
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This study investigates the significant divergence in collective
violence between the former Japanese colonies of Korea and Taiwan during
their post-World War II decolonization processes. Immediately following
Japan's surrender in 1945, Korea experienced an eruption of large-scale,
brutal violence targeting colonizers and their local collaborators such as
pro-Japanese landlords and police, which continued into the American
military government period, as exemplified by the Daegu Uprising. In
contrast, Taiwan exhibited a relatively peaceful transition, where the
reckoning with collaborators was confined to rhetorical condemnation.
Even during the 228 Incident, the focus of the conflict was directed at
the new regime rather than internal reckoning. To explain this disparity,
this article proposes an analytical framework that incorporates both pre-
war and post-war factors. The hypothesized pre-war factors are: first, that
Korea suffered from more severe economic oppression, which intensified
class conflict; and second, that Korea had a greater number of politically
co-opted collaborators at higher levels, making them direct targets for
retaliation. The hypotheses regarding post-war factors are: that in Korea,
the northern regime actively purged collaborators while the southern
regime heavily relied on them, both dynamics catalyzing violence; whereas
in Taiwan, the Kuomintang regime's model of state-building shifted the
focus of social conflict toward the newly arrived state apparatus. By
comparing the experiences of these two cases, this article seeks to shed
light on this historical puzzle and delineate analytical pathways for future
research.

Keywords: decolonization, collective violence, collaborator, Japanese
colonialism
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