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Prefigurating the Rural Good Life: Lifestyle Politics
for Rural Relocation in Puli

Jia-Shin Tsai

Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica

From the perspective of lifestyle politics, this article examines the
context and conditions in which a youth group, the Guli Cooperative,
uses lifestyle as a means to realize the goal of the “Rural Good Life” in
rural Puli, and discusses how such lifestyle politics are sustained. The
author finds that these lifestyle politics are implemented in a prefigurative
way, and “free space” plays a significant role in the formation of this
prefigurative practice. This free space is a form of interstice left in rural
areas amidst a broader context of economic and urban development, and
the youth group chooses to reside in the empty spaces to create possibilities
for a good life. In terms of maintaining prefigurative politics, the pang-
phuann experiment produces a reciprocal principle of exchange without
currency, a theatrical space, and expanding living spaces for immigrant
youth in a trial-and-error process. This pang-phuann community gradually

strengthens the youth immigrants’ subsistence in rural Puli.

Keywords: lifestyle politics, prefigurative politics, free space, rural

relocation, pang-phuann
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