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This paper examines the organization of the aquatic industry
in Taiwan. The Taiwanese aquatic industry deviates from the global
mainstream by continuing to consist of small household networks.
To answer why this is the case, the authors combine the concepts of
agencement from the STS literature and of role structures from economic
sociology. Thirty-six producers and three researchers were interviewed
and the production of eleven aquatic species investigated. This paper
makes the following arguments: First, fragmented ownership of ponds,
loose regulation from the state, and the mobility of multiple species have
been essential to the development of Taiwanese aquatic agency. Second,
Taiwanese fish farmers have developed a complicated division of labor
model that divides the cultural process into four parts: breeding, hatchery,
intermediate breeding, and adult fish. Each fisherman focuses on a specific
stage of development of a fish and integrate through trade with other parts.
This system allows small producers to form a system of mass production
and shapes the array of skills and strategies available for coping with

diseases.

Keywords: aquaculture, agencement, roles structure, disease, breeding in
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