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Findings from a survey of 302 small family businesses in various industries around the
island of Taiwan suggest that the status of "boss's wife" is tied to economic survival. That is,
in response to institutional and structural barriers, as well as market competition, small Taiwa-
nese family businesses have developed economic strategies to minimize production costs and
maximize income. Accordingly, power relations between gender and "boss's wife" status are
determined by the demands of a family production system rather than reproduction system.
Through the use of survival economic strategies by these families, including institutional rules
and gender-based labor divisions, the wives are able to establish bargaining power and to go
against patriarchal norms. The findings also suggest that "boss's wife" status is the conse-
quence of gender construction, through which work-related power relations and gender iden-
tification (for both husband and wife) are mutually shaped.

Keywords: family business, women's economic status, family economic strategy, family deci-
sion making, boss's wife.
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B £R AY 3% 3E (display) » 3l A~ B 5 48 H 17 10 2 1% H 2K B9(West and
Zimmerman 1987) o (R AIAMELETEN P RAERY RS MR E S
A B ERE MR IRAR o

KIERFENEFRIRFHALZ MERIRRAIZE - IR AEREEE
ARG T R E A BRI R o IRBMERIERER - it & UL
AR B 5 AR s RCER P 28 e AR A MR IRRIR] - /2 B A v sl
R FER EEEE KA #E(West and Zimmerman 1987; Cahill 1986) o
PERIFRIFLR(E AR B AEHRSA (gender ideal) LUK MERIE HITRIY
TR T AT b B R E (self-regulation) DUERF 3% M 1 #E AR (Cahill
1986) o HSRFLRIME /R MERIRARRIEE » RELSTRIIERIFRRIA]
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30 ALUTHYRZERAT o 8 SR ERFERALESATHE Z M HLZERIBEEL
TR EEERIEL -

BT a s NERESBZIE » o @EET « 1.5
RERENERE (FBEEO0S0LLE) » Frilir TR EBMEE - Bk
K REfidh 3 ~ B R EFREBESEM EEBRRE 2B EEREH
(0.30-0.49) » EIEBBELTZE  FESBIEYELILZE - HH TR -
FEE - BIEEFZELDRERE » 3 FEERIRAI0.29 LIT) » Afrid
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WATHSEAEIERSE o« EMIE AR L WM — T3 EEH
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11 EREEFESEER - ERAEEM - R T REL PRI
% R FEE R - PRI A Fe R SR BE S RUE A/ N B IR
HIPRIRAE 1B B FIRAMR » SEMRDIER AR TR ABIRIEE
4. RIES BTG

A FEARBE N B> TEREERERER R E R R AR BIERR
SECENY » EFRYRRAE JBUE - LRBBIREE LT -
B~ B~ (ARUEFACRBMRIRK & - 3558 BRI SR IR
ik B BRSO RIE - LD RER BEACR BRI - 2440
KEEFR L ERR - 3 LREHEER (F7) BB - 4 AL
KEERK & ° AHFEPRIRSEE RS &6 R BB RAEE -
BEAED AR 2 ~ 3 ~ 4 SO R—2E » BUSHIERBIRYEIE - Dl—(E
FEBEEASRR
5. FEAanREME

KpEEan B RPEEARRIE AR ~ EB A~ HAORE » BERA
RB -~ BESRFTTZ B A e AR R 3 RSB - ARIBEIMER 70 1
ERER T EUREATRTL - FETZAZLRT » KBS EHERY
s hIR] REE BB SRR NPT B BB MY - RIRHETRIREY
2 o A SRR A RN T R B R ERIBIGRE B A AEE - 1L
IR SR e A i 3 R B IR SRR T X 0 R AE - DA— (R
BERIEZOR ©



188 GHALe S H

6. ETHEEERESZHEM

AHFARIEE I B B IR S R e 2 - A RIRS
B SRR R /) - BRIREZE TR N HERE 1Y
HRCATREE NI RIRAM B &R - & e HRRIE S - Aptsed
ZTHEEEMMAERE ST HEESESAHER - (R
Fr o EHEEUMETRRE SRR EERRE - BEEARA
HIBE B AR FE T IS - A UM E MR EERE RS - HE
FRIEEZRNIIRIRIE K » ZUETEEEHIRIEE DAFT 32 S EE F 3k
o

7. MERIFRRE
AT B e B R R A B SRR RIE R &
ZTHEERENNPRZ M RFERIEAERAERRR - ETRIHRR

HOALRRAR o AR 2 DATE R A (R R VF Rl EE PR RR IR E IR FEAE B
PR R R R & R R IE MR 7> TRVREEE DU B B A1t
TARRIRERE - 252 TE A B ERIZE 2 R MBI BRI (gender ideal)#y
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