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Internet communication has been variously described as anonymous, de-centered, and
placeless-terms that imply unprecedented potential for social movements in the information
age. However, this technological potential is influenced by the specific conditions in which
social movements are embedded. This study examines the dynamics of social movements as
they are promoted and connected via hyperlinks among Internet websites. It is assumed that
social movement homepages represent purposeful extensions of their organizations, and that
the hyperlinks provided on these pages represent strategic attempts to disseminate ideas and
to accumulate resources. It is argued that the three factors most responsible for determining
the scale and structure of hyperlinks in social movement webs (SMW) are a) the legitimacy
of individual social movements; b) the socio-economic status of the target audience, as meas-
ured by Internet access; and c) the effect of local-spatial agglomeration on movement mobili-
zation. Finally, affiliation patterns and alliance structures among multiple SMWs are examin-
ed in terms of communication efficiency within the decentralized framework of the Internet.
Keywords: social movement, information society, Internet, network analysis
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