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The focus of this article is social relationships between Mainland Chinese employees and
Taiwanese entrepreneurs in China. Special attention is directed to understanding how these
groups structure their interactions in terms of daily contact. Data consists of personal obser-
vations in a Taiwanese factory located in Shenzhen, as well as information obtained from in-
depth interviews with Chinese core employees and Taiwanese business owner/managers.
From a content analysis of their descriptions and assessments of day-to-day relations, the
author distinguishes between different types in which otherness is experienced by members
of each group. Results show that Chinese employees feel compelled to establish close rela-
tions with their Taiwanese superiors because of their interpretation of the entrepreneurs as Tai-
bao (Taiwanese countrymen). However, their daily interactions reveal a sense of remoteness
between the two groups, most likely resulting on the one hand from the disappointment of
Chinese employees over their expectations of Taibao behavior, and on the other hand from the
difficulties that the Taiwanese entrepreneurs experience if they attempt to integrate into the
local social order.

Keywords: stranger, experience of otherness, Chinese employee, Tauiwanese entrepreneur,
Taibao
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