fIE N\ s ot ATk S i R Al S EE

fE L
RS G S SR

ARG BB Z B ER T XRIGEERGEVE  RRARE
HEM—HEEE o AXKE TEEREL SR BERAT ) 199 FE=ME =K
FR o DB AR A (alten)R B Wb 2 B0y E B (F AT H & T AR
Yo o7 (B A e B R (ego) Z R BB > DURBEAE A O B B A A3 b oy R 1L -
T 3 T SR 5 LA BGR BE - AT AL A AR B o BN B BAR 24415
£ PRABH PR GRS ERWHREZ G - WA AZMEHE  HEFARMEW
iz s A 2 B BT B T B R B RS AT R R o U B AAE B A A AR
AR T R AT AL E TR BT E—— A R A o A A LRSS (R — ) A
I E B % B BSR4 A R INTT — B o BT K A — EEE B A 2 B () R A e
BREMBIE - W AR HSHEFR A TAEEEMSS > URAROHEE -
FHEE ReREREMERRREEWER  HUAMOBERELELETRER -
SCFERP THASAM A B o AR S P 0 R TR AR A 6 B T
BRE LYBEEAMEGETALEREBENENBARE  BARDEEE ARRNA
t o
et BB AE - AR - ARAEMAHE BERETR

Using a network structure approach, the author examines how two alters in a personal
network vary in their ties with each other to create a triad consisting of two alters and an ego.
The study focuses on two circumstances that determine the strength of alter-to-alter ties: how
closely each alter is tied to the ego, and how similar the alters are to each other in terms of de-
mographic and socioeconomic characteristics. Data were taken from the 1997 "Taiwan Social
Change Surveys". Respondents listed up to five alters each in one expressive and one instru-
mental network. Using alter-to-alter ties as the unit of analysis, the author extracts 24,415 ties
from 2,835 respondents. The dependent variable (tie strength between two alters in each triad)
is measured in terms of "very familiar", "somewhat familiar", and "total stranger". The first
independent variable, "strength of ego-to-alter tie", is measured in terms of a composite score
from a factor analysis of length of acquaintance, frequency of interaction, closeness, and sig-
nificance. The second group of independent variables, "alter-to-alter homophily", includes
seven demographic and socioeconomic indices. The findings correspond well with a proposi-
tion common to network analysis: the strength of ties between two alters depends largely on
the strength of ties between the ego and each alter. However, further analysis indicates that
the tie between ego and a "latter alter" (whose tie to ego is inherently weaker) plays a more
substantial role than the tie between ego and the "former alter" (usually a closer tie). This
qualification highlights the critical role of network location - that is, peripheral structure is
more crucial in shaping other features within the network. Alter-to-alter ties also tend to in-
crease when the alters are more homophilous. Nonetheless, demographic homophilous effects
are more limited among kin alters, especially in expressive networks. In contrast, socioecon-
omic homophilous effects are strong and consistent across both types of networks, as long as
at least one non-kin alter appears as a network member.
Keywords: personal networks, alter-to-alter ties, homophily, ego-to-alter ties
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MEREZ - Wt T DIFEE R R B L2 T — S —RIBAMR - Ik
St B B E R RS TR < B g 2R T it & R SR (Marsden and Campbell
1984; Granovetter 1973, 1982) o

BREERE AR B MR © B—  BEEEMER AT
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