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Loca Factions and the Kuomintang: Decline or Degpening
Crisis?

Yung-Ming Hsu

Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Snica

Houng-Chang Chen
Graduate Institute of Palitical Science, National Chengchi University

This paper uses two indicators to identify the relationship between lo-
cal factions and the Kuomintang (KMT): the rate of nominations, and the
efficiency of elections. The study intends to estimate the local factions elec-
tion efficiency and their nomination percentage in legislative elections dur-
ing the period 1983-2001. It was found that the quota of the KMT's nomi-
nations of the local factions rose during1983-1992 but declined from 1995.
Thistrend continued up to 2001. During the 1980s,the el ection efficiency of
local factions was better than in the 1990s.Thus, for the period 1983-1992,
there was a rising efficiency in the relationship between the KMT and the
local factions as larger quotas of KM T nominations were occupied by fac-
tion-linked candidates.Lesser faction-linked nominee quotas on the KMT
lists during the the declining years of 1995-2001characterized alower elec-
tion efficiency. This transitional relationship perhaps explains the KMT's
failurein the legidative elections during 1983 to 2001. It would be interest-
ing to discuss the factors that caused loca factions to lose electoral effi-
ciency and deepen the crisis of the KMT.

Keywords: KMT, DPP, local faction, system of clientelism, legislative yuan

election
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