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Driftworks Ontology: An Ontological Exploration of
Heamodialysis Patients Modes of Existence and Action

Wen-Yuan Lin
Center for General Education and Institute of Sociology, National Tsing Hua

University

Equipped with patients different ontological presumptions,
structuralist, post-structuralist, phenomenological and hermeneutical, and
action-oriented studies of medical practices reduce the phenomena of
patients in action to issues of particular contexts. Based on fieldwork
materials from interviews, an onsite ethnography, and documents that
present the mediated existences of haemodialysis patients in action, this
paper explores "being in action” and proposes an aternative "driftworks"
ontology. This driftworks ontology is a means to investigating hetero-
geneous, mediated, and unfolding social existencein empirical experiences.
Such an empiricaly based, dynamic ontology can transcend the
antagonistic opposition of the individual and collective existences in social
theory. It is hoped that this approach will be useful for researchersto tackle
existing theoretical frameworks that reduce changing phenomena into a
single reality and other residues and keep them from being trapped in
dilemmas of intertwining materiality and sociality, and individuality and
collectivity in other fields of research.
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(Toombs 1993: 51-70)
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25 ¥ % BB AAEAE 6 Bk A M A % 0 R, Glaser and Strauss (1965, 1968) - Bury (1982) -
Corbin and Strauss (1988) + Anderson and Bury(1988) -



®

K

&

=
i

2%+ =M

= ~ TERE Y B EEBhRYEL SR

(heterogeneous practices)



EAE AR 87

(re-routed)
(being-on-dialysis)
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(constitutive outside)
(mediated existence)
(Parsons 1951; Giddens
1984) (Parsons 1937)
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(materiality)
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(hybrid collectif) (Callon and Law 1995)
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(Giddens 1984; Archer 2003)
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Durkheim (1964)
(socia fact as a
thing)
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(post-humanism)

(Becker 1967; Becker and
Horowitz 1972; Zola 1991, 2006)

(human-centred)
(de-human-centred)

(human-laden)
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