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Kinship Networks, Social Rules, and Border Control:
A Study of Fujianese Undocumented |mmigrants

Antonia Chao

Department of Sociology, Tunghai University

Based on ethnographic research from 2002 to 2007, this paper exam-
ines the historical and social mechanisms behind the border-crossing activi-
ties of Fujianese undocumented immigrants migrating into Taiwan. Thethe-
sisof thispaper isfourfold. First, theseimmigrants social linkages crossthe
Taiwan Strait, based primarily on kinship networks, were first established
during the Chinese Civil War (1945-1949). Second, from the late 1980s to
the early 2000s, Fujianese immigrants made their illicit entry into Taiwan
possible mainly by resorting to the socia rulesinherent in these kinship lin-
kages. Third, as aresult of the increasingly stringent border-control policy
exercised across the Taiwan Strait over the past decade, fraud marriage has
become a primary means of border-crossing, thus resulting in a completely
new way of understanding and practicing immigrants' social relationships
in Tailwan. Lastly, in an eraof globalization, the sovereign power of the na-
tion state, as embodied chiefly in the functioning of border contral, is now
the primary force regulating the lives of nation/race boundary-crossers.

Keywords: Fujianese, undocumented immigrants, kinship network, social

rules, border control

Taiwanese Sociology Number 13 (June 2007): 129-171
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