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Hourly Wages, Hard Workers, and a Hegemonic
Regime: The Factory Regime of a Taiwanese-invested
Factory in South China

Thomas Peng
Master of Sociology, National Tsing Hua University

Hengfa Handbag Company, a Taiwanese-invested factory, brings an
anomalistic phenomenon in the labor-intensive Pearl River Delta area:
Although coercive means of labor control were enfeebled or even abolished,
workers worked assiduously. Coercion based on punishment was replaced
by an organization of consent, and a hegemonic factory regime rather than
a despotic one now runs the shop-floor. The primary task of this study is to
explain how the hegemonic regime was generated and how it obscured and
secured surplus value, using Michael Burawoy's analytic concept, "making
out as a game." In Hengfa's shop-floor, interventions by state and workers'
social networks protected workers from physical and economic
punishment, and in this plight for coercive labor control, a Burawoyian
"game" was generated and replaced punishment. Output quotas were
assigned every day, while only after completing the quotas could a worker
leave, and the co-location of factory and dormitory, a curfew, and a desire
for an urban lifestyle encouraged workers to work hard to increase their
leisure time outside the factory. Furthermore, the process of pursuing this
substantial reward organized the social relations among workers and
produced workers' experience of the labor process to guarantee workers'
voluntarily efforts to work hard. At the end of this article, these arguments
bring about an attempt to identify the social context in which Hengfa was
embedded: the hukou (household registration) system deeply rooted in
modern Chinese society generated and legitimated the dormitory and
curfew system, which in turn influenced the form of workers' activities and
initiated the game on the shop-floor. The lack of citizenship reduced
workers' safety and led workers to regard the dormitory and curfew system
as protection rather than restraint. Through the hukou system, workers were
constructed as "non-citizen subjects,” and through these subjects, "state
politics" and "production politics" encountered each other.

Keywords: labor process, factory regime, peasant worker, citizenship,
China

Taiwanese Sociology Number 14 (December 2007): 51-100
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(coercion)

+
(factory regime)

(localistic despotism)
(Lee 1998: 119-136, 169-170) °

(Chan 2001)

(Lee 1998: 120)
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(Rozelle et al. 1999: 371, Table 1)

(Walder 1986) +
(Lee 1998; Pun 2005a; Chan
2001)
(Pun 2005a: 12-13) (social
identity) (Pun 1999: 3) 2000
(context)
(Pun 2005a:
12)

2000: 37
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(rural
body) (industrial body) (Pun 2005a: 14,
77-108)
(Pun 2005a: 115-119)
(coercion) (despotic regime)

(extended case)

(consent)

(hegemonic regime)



i —RE AR LEEE 59

= ~ HEF#Ei B 5 5k
1990

2006

35



60 &AEREH Hwl

DY
DY
DY

Y ~ SHHIRYREE

1990 Liton

1990

Michael Burawoy

8 BT A#ARBIA T&ak ) RIBEITEHARE - T 244 AR REF A eiEf -
EZRAET BT Rt s E B AR IA > G RIS B
IR B Al Tdfs ) ARFTISEERAE TN TA > A TR P4
18 T R0 T -

9 WMENFNAEEHFEMREEOEI -



¥ —REARO T A 6]

(Burawoy 1985: 11-12)
— 2004 9

(social ties)

10 JbER ARG DE o



62

+
13
Al*
I |

Bl B2 B3 B4

I | | |
Cl C2 C3 C4 Cs Co Cc7 C8
D1 || D2 D3 D4 || D5 D6 D7
Al SN €3t PIEF (EMFmEET) D2 : KEHYSLT (F—IEIR)
Bl : 95 C4: R D3 @ PUEHYS T (#8)
B2 : £ C5 (o8 (HtEEBIRE) D4 WESET (RFE)
B3 : X# C6: 7114 (Hfr=RG=EE"E) D5 @ PSR (S HEFIE)
B4 1 AEHNEAE C7: HEEREE (B=1FT.) D6: HEFNRT (EMHINER)
Cl: sk C8: TIBryskt (EMEET) D7: IIey&5 (B RIPER)
C2: K& DI @ KSR (PR IREFRONEE AN S T




Fh—REARAT A 63

13 6

(C7)
(D1)
D2) =
(D5)
(D6) (D7) °

(localistic

despotism) (Leel1998)

11 B—EREELHOBRIAECYER T CEERTHZASHGFHR B -
AEZHR > BHFRAAR — B4 0 FREHEAIES o b > wRAKAH B4+ 23
(—2#51E) KRR K > ARBERROABRER OB R EETEL FREEEZ P
REZO— Ry -

12 #H0EBRERIENEOLR—RAT LML - £ EIEIS IR s AT - 20
RAEG—WEIIE - EEWPRB AN LSRR E P - EE TR L
8B HE KT E A et RIE 0 R E O B R EH ALK — H A Sl —— W BAEAE
T—18% AT > Bl L BHEIEE -

13 WHHENEME—THOAEAZRL  HREREF - BFRTHR LR 2ROV F
Bl B R0 RIEA  BIBF o thdu 7T A8 R JE R B B B H R R ) TAE - AR RMEIRK
AT P AHa A AR R ZAHMES > ARRAAERGEZ T - BHEES
Pp& B > &k —4& ~ BlIERME °

14 FELE A~E4 RG> BT FARORRBFRMG A HEEEEHRE
£ BREH M RIFE MREL TR > L@k K9k > % VHERE
AWM -

15 kK> SREHRFNF FTERAERAM - £RMEME > BT EBRYZ LM > Bk
ERAECBREFEETHFHEE S Mt H oA MMM SD  Rm o Rk
G BN RO IELE 0 AR AR AR E E T RN T R 0 B Rk N eaHE R
RERACTHIER? PHER  MBEE R —2RERENt X —FBAT
B KT E IR TR, T IR ET LA EUENRENITEIEAAR
RATRDBEENPTET TR —BENERZITROKE -




%+wh



Fo—RETRAFEEH 65

2004

T~ FHERF 2 B 7 BERRAHTE IR

(—) TEHRFH, AU FERELR AN H]

16 fldw 3t Bl AE(1997) 33 #F 4 0 R B L 5 3y B8 41 B2 09 52 ©



66 &M S Hra

o [(0/20.9)>< ]

20.9—— 209 365 10 104
12
1.5

(=) T HHLREME ~ TERK, - BETLA R

17 E&FPIRKZANEETAMAEF AL L E0F > bt B2 T3H ) REFEH
AT AR R 2 m A& ¢ TROVGEIL B A4H0EE ST €
40% » {2 R F R T @ R R A 60% 5 ATiR > BERKE = FA > BHEKAZHE=TFA
R FWMEE? ) RBEFR 0 AEREFRIRG S EEERBOL 0 F 5 A
FAETHEE S BHN R AR GBI - RBEF R ER ¢ TR
LR BT © AR AR Z ALK ~ 3 "high end"3T 69 TR > & L8 &3 B
H? Lt Em AR L TR HTRAB,



Fh—REARAOTEIH 67

(paradox)



68

ERAR RS el

(=) BeRiEs © TEBESCRVIE AR HR

18

BEAREADR T TR B TR e (T

F—fEr4e, -

80



EFh—REABMAT I 69

65%
65%
65%
[ ]><100>< > =<
1.0
65% 65% 1%
0.02
1.0 [ 65% ><0.02]
1.01-1.20 1.21-1.40 DY
1.41-1.60 1.61-1.80 2.50-2.80
3.00-3.50 4.01-4.50
19

Pfbdodt > EdkZ F— FMBERAFOERT > Hif TREESREHR 5K, A
FR-GELHHF - EZ2@EHEASEEN - S REMA EADI THAL 0 FEH
B RERRARAARE TR RERI - KRERABH T BT L TR F L
BB AL M 0 F AITVNPEN IR 0 FARIL— IR RIFE B T
IR B AAERTT > BB FERE L o HHFEANIK > A RATRILMZ 100
%200 T (w¥E£sE 2006/07/14) - e R{AIBEZ AR TS "REREFAFELLY
— kA o ARJERIFEBARE (FEKE 300350 KPR GE L L TAS
121-1.80 7 %) Rt > BTwys R &L TrRANRM—F A4 > 7B 50 TLZE 100 TR
oK ATHEY DY £E£ 14 1000 T EFo#HKRAE > REBETE A
5%-10% o



0 GHERERHEH

(P9) TETSE B TN Y CRRERISCRIN AR

20

20 fdEES o T & BekEEMEIIME > EXRGEALEARG c MBI LA THEY
B T — AL TH R, -



Fo—RE TR S T

A3



72 GHEEEF tuh

1997: 127-129



Fo—RE TR TEHEH T3

7N~ BELERk

(—) TFHERpRAIER P ES

(Pun 2005a: 140,
157-159)

21

21 &Rk (&) A LB AIRE TR a0 e P KA - 8RB M LB R
AT T RF LB AT RIBCRY - #H I BAMT > TR @G % EFLERE
Z—o



(=) THZEHIE 15628k

A3

Burawoy



FH—RE ARG A TS5

22

23

2,000
2,400

1,800

22 T @ik 45h— AR R KA RS SRR E— R BB E TR
i 51 bl 1 R R
23 MR SHE EBEERE 00 Loy e KRR BB 0 % T e AL A AR -



76 SRMAREE Tl

24

800 -
2,000
—2,400 S

2,400

(tacit knowledge)

24 REBROMIR > BAR BRI 0)FRIE T ER LA SR TR T RS F AT
SR LT -



FhH—REARGT A TT

B b i & R BE o ALY FT AR A AL B KR R KT R o 1R
RROFTRE S VM@ KT 4ol KRR T Lot
Bpve e R T EBREER | ATRELST e likE
THTATIET o BAEHTF—REATHET, o thed kM
o RE— 44 TRMERRERERG RO TLRESE
FAMNI ki o (W% 2006/08/31)

(=) BBk It & B AR

BT A ALk R B AR AR R R 0 SRR B AR @
H ity s R B R A RSEAEEIME - k% R K
TR BRERMWIT | AFRT—EIROR IS



78 LHAGLE i

B > BlER > A BEHE > WX REHT - FIF
KA KRBT RBRARI T THEHTH ko e
! (EEE3 2006/08/31)

REF| R E > FLHRERAKGHTRERL — AT
PR Z 2= P BHEREBRT  RARLERK  H
FTARAER %—ﬁﬁ-% B EL  FTRAERT—TF
—FEEFACTRET —KEHTREMR - 5 —F & XLER
FACHSRATRENTIT - LBTHRYJFGALT » &
B —HERE A 0 KRE (LR T — B RreRE) -
SRR CENRLTH D ARGRE S TS o EF T I
XRAREBET  RRRARMBTERT —F - FT@RELK
MR ERER T T AR, o (W E 2006/09/01)

25 FFERSPERRPRIHET RLATH RN SRERT -



Fh—REARAOTEIH 19

HAERPBEEMZIE MR T —BEIHRORIARRBAR
AT TR EAMWOGHFT > BREL S E—EH - KT
ot W A AR EN S I RIEHTART » KR L
ARE) T o ZAMUR RN REELER - (BHER
2006/09/01)

FRRAZ M TEE (AANREMSERE T &K —
BR) o PRITEBRT c A KT FELF - &k TE
JEE RIRGBIRIR TR 7 AR AT R0 A B R 2K
EE—TF > RRBAM R EM B LFEGE c REE T —
T BRARBEIRLTABSLRAEAT - (8 £x
2006/09/01 )

26 WHEA—ERPTZE  FURFERERFTOBRLENELL  HABR - BRXLT
RMERARKELET -



80 &MALREE

Burawoy

(Burawoy 1979: 65-72)
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(ideological effect) (Burawoy 1985: 7-8)

(M) TS LEBSERFEYIA
Burawoy (1979: 63-65)



¥ —REARO T A 8l

—_— BBS
20:30 380 20:45

Burawoy

(the simultaneously obscuring and securing of surplus values) (Burawoy



82 GHEREF

1979: 30)



FhH—RE ARG EEH 83

2004: 89-90

g I VT - R 6T
T NEFFIER B e

(day-to-day experience of workers)

(Burawoy 1985: 19)



84 GHAREF

2 Burawoy

(the very activity of playing a game generates

consent with respect to its rules) (Burawoy 1979: 81)
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