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Moral Beliefs of Adolescents in Taiwan:
Impacts of Social Attachment

Ming-yeh Wu

Department of Sociology, Soochow University

Yuh-Huey Jou

Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica

This study investigates the moral beliefs of Taiwanese adolescents and
examines how such beliefs may be associated with adolescent attachment to
family and school. On the basis of Chinese cultural tradition, we
conceptualize morality as having two dimensions—a private sphere and a
public sphere—and argue that Taiwanese adolescents tend to have firmer
beliefs in private-sphere morality than in public-sphere morality. The
empirical data used to examine the hypotheses derive from the Taiwan
Youth Project, a longitudinal survey study conducted by the Institute of
Sociology, Academic Sinica. Consistent with Durkheim's social attachment
theory, our findings confirm the positive impact of family attachment on
both private and public spheres of morality. The findings indicate that either
parent-child closeness or family cohesion is likely to strengthen adolescent
moral beliefs. Hypotheses about school attachment are only partially
supported, however. Attachment to school-teachers but not attachment to
one's class is found to be positively associated with adolescents holding
firm beliefs in morality. The study concludes with a discussion of its
theoretical, methodological, and pragmatic implications as well as its

limitations.

Keywords: adolescent, moral belief, social attachment, family cohesion,

school attachment
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