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The Rise of the Peasant Rentier Class in Urbanizing
China: The Transition Path and Welfare Policy of
Urban Villages in Wenzhou and Wuxi

Yia-Ling Liu
Department of Sociology, National Chengchi University

This article presents a rent-based class thesis to explain the emergence
of urban villages and the rise of peasant rentiers during China's urbanization
process. It argues that rentiers' class consciousness and interests are not only
shaped by rural collective property rights, but also enhanced by household
registration. This article explains the divergent paths toward urban
transition and welfare coverage, as well as differences in the rentier class's
collective protests in Wenzhou and Wuxi. It argues that effective
supervision in local governance and frequent local-state interventions
account for much of the variation in urban transition between Wenzhou and
Wuxi. It also stresses that despite decollectivization central to China's
market transition, the rise of urban villages and the rentier class represents

re-collectivization in China's urbanization.

Keywords: peasant rentier class, urban village, communal property rights,

urban-rural welfare coverage
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