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“Maybe I’'m Not a Qualified Feminist”: Narrative
Construction of Feminism Identity and Practice

Chen-Yi Yu

Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University

Having received feminist education in university, feminists who have
become media workers tend to reveal an anxiety — “maybe I’m not a
qualified feminist” — when narrating their feminist practice experience in
the workplace. When these anxieties gather together, they become a public
issue and attract attention to the causes of their collective apology. Using the
narrative approach, the author puts these apologetic narratives into the
context of the feminist community to explore how the narrative exemplars
and popular plot outline of feminism culture frameworks penetrate the
narrators’ life experiences, and lead them to organize and interpret life
events with values, achievement, and moral responsibility embedded in the
frameworks. In this case, narrators often perceive a gap between ideal
models and their actions, and interpret the gap as their fault for which they
should apologize. The author concludes that apologetic narratives are not
only self-reflections, but also represent a deeper reproduction process of
culture frameworks in which personal narratives interact with a larger

cultural structure, going beyond personal troubles to public issues.

Keywords: narrative, feminism, identity, practice, culture frameworks

Taiwanese Sociology Number 21 (June 2011): 101-156
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