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Vanishing Farmers: Taiwan’s Early Environmental
Protests Revisited

Hwa-Jen Liu

Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University

Forms of modern, mass-based environmental activism have emerged
with different sizes and shapes. On both sides of the Atlantic, environmental
movements of the 1960s arose in response to environmental hazards
disturbing the landscapes of affluent societies. As a late industrializer,
Taiwan’s first wave of environmental actions began as an inter-sectoral
struggle over the access and control of natural resources in the early 1970s.
Aided by the developmental state, industrial capital seized water resources
and took arable land away from smallholding farmers to build industrial
parks and factories. Without proper regulations in place, unregulated liquid
toxins were dumped in the surrounding irrigation systems, the emission of
harmful fumes resulted in crop failure, and groundwater and fishing harbors
were badly contaminated. Understandably, farmers and fishers
continuously protested against such industrial practices and demanded
proper compensations. Yet the intervention of intellectuals and middle
classes, armed with an American-styled, class-interest-free version of
environmentalism, changed the landscape of the environmental struggle.
The early 1980s heralded the birth of an environmental movement wary of
public health and food safety, yet devoid of genuine concerns about the
economic survival of the disadvantaged. Previous struggles prompted by
agricultural livelihoods had been forgotten and unequal distribution of
natural resources unaddressed, and in the next ten to fifteen years, this
movement bulldozed the opportunity to simultaneously pursue ecological

and economic justice.

Keywords: environmental activism, resources competition, economic

survival, smallholding farmers
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NEL o = [ERIEEAEE RENEREREREAE | DK [ &
EAFEE RIS KL EWERERELEEE - 1EE K
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R ASETISE ) MEAERES
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TR Bk G R AN FIRERS (RRATIE 1987:185) » LIEHE
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1 » BRI R\ B v P AR AR AR R TR » BBt o3 Fo ) 55 TR ks
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FEIGEE— TR - HIES TREREEBIR A ERIEES -
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BEOMCT 3 5 (HR TR R AR e - T 308 LS H MR - &
5~ HT K S AT A S - i e A BRI B i R Y
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FHRIFES TSR —R YR TR EZE - 1970 FEUIESEEE G -
ETHIERR) T A HeRRRMA7EHE TR T (PEIRR
1970) > 1971 FE AR T 3 T Hg Ui > FIBER T EmA
BEIEVIH TREABRITHT (Biask 1971) - HE FHEMHA
1960 ~ 1970 FAEEEIRMRAT T > FEFFLHE TR - KEEET
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oo R 2% ZER oM SR FE
F) > AE 1971 £ 1975 F 4 HIUSEAPRYRRIE - RNZERIGAEBEE
PHRE S B EAE A 279 1 - P EERGE 2,400 AE (B
69) o FEAVFLAEIER Y » LRERZ IR ~ 5 ARAE R B I B e AR
IR - DL1975 e 14 AR /KN S RIFEE L IR 443,206 LM EZRE
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98-99, 200) o LIKEBEIERASHIR O MEEE ~ GR » 1976 F£5275
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ZIERNIEASEIE-TAEET (5 173) - MRERELTE
FEE AR ~ STssEr - [HR&RE ] (H200) © 1970 FAH
e 1980 FRIH » T3R5 B RRARARF MR - 1981
AR SRR R ER EA R A B (B 1981b) o
18 LR PBIE R LR B 5 TR Ze AR IR

B - B LE DB PR A R 2 28 - SR AN
FY 2 FER AR 3 TE R B B R SRR TR T - S RER R M7 U
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EMRME R [ EEREREERm SRR RS ] RETHITIE
IR AR TR EEARE . — K [ AT | —F - BiRE
R TREZERRELA - RESEN  AHAITEAE MR -
BLEs  Ring@zERRETRE - B » ERERBATEL
HEtRERERETEE [ HHRAE | A [ IRIEER ) §IRFrE R -
T AT B RIHERR - E— P EICRRAVSHE - EAIMME AR
HfEME -

TR A 2 R - BIMEM T BU /i At - AR TR
AREMERERAEEDEEMET - #F - FIUFTRREE R R AT
MER - EEHERZERBERE ¢

(e

BN — R RIERNE S AE 0 SEWE SR GEE R
AR EZIRARGREFTSE > B LBREH A E LA —F
WG RBEAMBE_TEUL RERRSE=HASF >
BAKHBE  FlAaBRmam - RERRAEGZE RO HE
------ 125 5] 7 & B — H B 0 ST e Rk R
T AASREAMIE L N HEKE 2 EERES
Kb EHNEEBEE RO BAE o (BRI 1975b)

B TREAFRIBIF - 1960 AR B AR IER T H R RE
W BB E G R » KRR R E BB SRR A
i WHHEBR AR ERH - BETRGSERREEHEZE &N
REHECEZR  CHEGAGFUAT - Wb ghHMALZE

ETTR
[FE2 A

12 HAHPAKLERRABLEEFLRBALIRRLCEMFREEABF—R (65
B FEMBRIR) o WA s e B E e BE (F R 1982) o
LA ZINER 2t TLI8 003 AT B IR A AR B R0 KT AT B RBT SRR
kB EE (HHI2 1987:214) - sk B BT EH a8 AERI AR
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o BUR P BB & I K SRR R 0 AT IR o UK 2
R A EFRIEANBEGR T R TE > shEE
BRA MR SHOFRERL—BETR %?ﬁko
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XEEE A E RIS ~ T35 ~ REKRRIEREERIFR ﬁé
1966 FL—EAEREF] 1970 (AT > BIE i 2 & sy R -
KRBT ERBERAEE T ERCE R AR EE R - &W%%%ﬁﬁ
B - RS IERIRE R ARARR R (BT 1968, 1972) o
TERZ BEI A ETERETT - BT LR E AR RS
BE - EORERERT ﬁ%gﬁafﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁk’%TﬁK%
PR ITSETGARE - WE b a K U B i = K R I (B
1976,1979b) -~ FE@EE ~ WERIT - Z2F R R AEE T BUE
HOSEEETRE: - RENHIESRN S - BB E R A
TRFRERNVHFRORHE o © R T2ERRERKE - 15
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IR o REIEE - BERMREE N TR RO TR —E F 2
K B—HERGE 30 FRYERFE - FAE 1973 F S RRBUF AR 37
AR EAS T AR - MIE R TR ERE - BFS=ZRE
VEVIALFEALERS TR E B » M B-ER TR Rtk & E A A E
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HOFRBASRE - 7 1974 £ 1983 3P 5 IS BT TREATH
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o FEFEARLURE ~ S TR EE > Mg &M [ H
(AN BRI E ) - Bl 2R HY#E S (Frank and Fuentes 1987: 1503,
1505-6) - SEELA HIEREGEEHATTHER ZBLL 1980 EREHTEHY
FLAREL - AOTES G EBRSEIRA NG - ARRE - RIE=KRE
TG - ZAERTE R E GRS JSE B £5 > TR -
B~ RIS ~ ERE SR 4 RBIR B E BN £ 21T E) 3 (Hsiao 1999:
34-39; Hsiao et al. 1995) o Weller £ Hsiao HIJfg H 518 2 B 1EER 2 H
B T ERIRATENRY TG  RTE R T e E Ry
BIRER - BIER - SERN [ EHEH ] - MgERERE
AOTEMIERIR SRR - SRR RB0 - B ~ #E - BURIRARE R EERIITED
8% H (Weller and Hsiao 1998: 88, 91-93) o ZEF BTIERIR LM FEH » B
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K EERREER A o
BEA SR FERE 1 L3R 22 B A 2e - BE - &
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IR BAEFITENBBRAT > "EEWETE  BR
Yo TRE T ROSHERE T EWE kg LR
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