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War and Higher Education in Taiwan, 1945-1990

Jinlin Hwang

Department of Sociology, Tunghai University

This article investigates the remarkable development of Taiwan’s
higher education system from the 1950s to the 1990s. Differing from the
prevalent arguments that generally identify economic needs and regime
survival as the main reasons for the growth of higher education, this article
brings the Civil War and Cold War that Taiwan was encountering back into
the field of higher education, and elaborates how and why the two wars
shaped Taiwan's higher education system. More than just nursing specific
areas of study, to mobilize society for war, the two wars also confined the
character of university, as well as the concept of justice of education in a
fundamental way. Taking a macro perspective, rather than situating war as
a hidden factor or a background component, I highlight the impacts of war

on education.
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