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Objectification of the Gender Equity Education Act in
Higher Education: An Institutional Ethnographic
Exploration

Pei-ru Liao
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Technology

Enforcement of the Gender Equity Education Act has enabled schools
at all levels to properly and legally process cases of sexual harassment,
sexual assault, or bullying on campus. This Act standardizes and
generalizes the procedure for handling gender-based violence at all school
levels. The researcher incorporates Institutional Ethnography as a method
of inquiry, a starting point to form a problematic, and an analytic tool to map
out the process of objectification of frontline workers. Starting from
frontline workers’ standpoint, this article presents the way in which
different “texts” coordinate frontline workers’ everyday work and their
relations with other administrative staff. Identifying four types of texts in
the local setting, the researcher demonstrates how frontline workers
establish work knowledge based on the Act as well as the administrative
system, as well as the workers’ potential for utilizing work knowledge and

its limits.

Keywords: Institutional Ethnography, Gender Equity Education Act,
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BRI o AR LR SR RERS BRI, - 1732 T RE AT RRAY
H AR - AL AR & BAGR (Smith 1990, 2005) o 7875 FEHIRESL



50 &MAEREE 34

AN B AR BRAETE R & - RV ER B RS R
15 (experiential territories) FISCASFEL, (textual territories) » FEAEHAN[E]
FEAUR N BRBARANERE M (Smith 2005: 86-94) o DU P HE A
B [ EREEFRAEA | B EEERUERE - HEFSEF RSN
% » — AR FEERAAEN - it SRR AR, > B
BEATE SRR A B LB R o EE AR AR L R aw AR - it
FRGAE ASCAERI © i, iR = BE A8 ES 75 8 L B 22 XE/8 (institutional
categories)——MEEEE « MEEE R MEGHZE - REEKEEURXAES
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