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“Study Well, Play Well”:
Extracurricular Club Activities, Educational Practices,
and Youth Culture in Taiwan’s Elite High Schools

Chi-chung Wang

Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica

This article explores the relationship between Taiwanese academically
elite students’ culture and their schooling experience. The main purpose of
this study is to reveal the core logic of the exam-oriented educational
system’s operation in contemporary Taiwan. In so doing, I first demonstrate
that the thriving extracurricular club activities in publicly funded elite high
schools are part of a wider subcultural milieu and are characterized by the
collective pursuit of “dual excellence in both study and play,” which has
been shaped by educational policy changes implemented since the late
1980s. Some particular subcultures --earlier associated with problematic,
low-achieving youth groups --were gradually legitimized among
academically elite youth during this transformation process. Exam success
is no longer sufficient for high-school students to secure distinction within
their peer group: Excellence in leisure activities is also pursued in this post-
martial-law era. My findings suggest that students’ extracurricular club
activities and academic pursuits exist in a symbiotic relationship. The
collectively shared cultural need to pursue leisure accomplishments
intersects with educational institutions, as students adapt strategies
characterized by rote learning to their club activities. First- and second-year
students’ outstanding achievement in extracurricular club activities leads to
them being willing to dedicate themselves to intensive rote academic
learning in their third year, as they prepare for university entry exams, thus
contributing to the reproduction of the logic of educational competition.
Students from elite public high schools seem to have more leeway and time
to pursue leisure accomplishments. I argue, however, that both their leisure
and academic activities proceed in a compressed manner. The thriving
extracurricular club activity in public elite high schools is an arena extended
from academic examinations for accommodating status competition, which
functions to support students’ compliance with an examination-oriented
educational regime marked by rote learning and intensive competition.

Keywords: educational reform, status competition, extra-curricular club,
youth culture, career
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27 RXPIRGeF RSN EAEEE EF ST 84E S Simon Frith §2 Angela
McRobbie (1990) Fi¥5 ey @ R B R AF RAGA A Y o TR, (cock
rock) o R RFERKFAEZF AP FLFROBRET > RESLBFARKOREAHR
5 B SR A ey MR B 0 AN B B AR R TR A S B A A R ) AL T A4 (tool
kit) (Swidler1986) > MAfndEFREAMTLERER - —EWREAMISERL > WE
S F % A B T A E R AT IS A R SR i Se— i
S G TIRG E S b HE i RS B B B e R R BAZ A TR ME - RE
WA BT i BB > K& A 2004 £ 0 4 KGEH ¥ AL NS IR GAT
Z AT B AR — FIRBB AR BB o AR ATAER c KGH T
BERRERLEBRF O — B FTHREEET N "R, o it HALE NRES
Be 2 BAG Y BRIk A] > SBARE R B ST RE T > BRH EMSA R PR S -
R o BAEFEEG R LA E S P AEARARH ML c @B EFH - FTLK
BEALL T RRHRAEA T I A T ok B A4 RS EAALE AR 09314k
Wik BE el SRR B F R ARG AL B A 3 B IRIRRE S 09 2 b S Hk 1%
FAEL MG ERAELR - KRAEFH P LBER SRR G L F VFEF5E
TN EETEREA RN R ERARERA Y Ltbdmd - KMHL 0 £
LEFRGFT VFRIACE > T REERMAL | BRI R~ RET B ey R 0 R
ER LB LETROEET L Tith )  EFRF VL AR REFGHE
TEEZRRSERFN MAFEFROBN Y > HRELEH Loty £ LA H &5k
ZEERLER FONNTE LB - BRI > A EEE M E KRGS
FRAFAE LA A P AR ~ B4R LS4 Mt 0y 3 4k (intersectionality ) 4 # 3 & eyt
E

28 kF & (2017:22) fedbdp b AL & b A AP RATOO T R TR A ¥ o BRI
e T 2 89v8E AT BRI o P OR P URATIE R © B RATIE R
BAREZHEZRETR, -
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AARE I R AE S R B B IE [ R ER | i [ B EE
(‘studying habitus ) ° SE{HEE REIEH H D FAERERE A IR
18 M ERRIS A SR AR ARAS e B > £ DL [ BRAIAREE |
[ EROEBGERE | - [ ISP  E R B R L EERRE T )
[ PR EE R B | SEEEERLL - ZEZEK (2015) SHERK
SEEIEE AT BRI L B A HE Bourdieu IR 2 THY [ FH0R ~ SUR
BE77 | BRTAE - 2AEHE T ECrSEET AR E S ERE
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HOTRE - WHATPEREESEE - BREEEAENEE - (EmeEE
ZE AT EAETERERE] [ | - HEHEER - 2AEMFE
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SEEH—ED

£ KG #Emt - misd s A= e Rl i A e A SR AR SRR
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HESERPHAETEHENTEHEAEA
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Ktk  tedhaer

KRV ESSHAE BRI ER REBERXALA IR —&
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WA I R R 0 R B RERFHER—& > 3%

RMEELRFELE - — PRl Py B A b gl 23—
HTRAEHRRTEHBER  TRLAEFRFUNT -
ZATH ARSI LA P A AT A TR 0 T
FEER AR AHFRTE  AFRETITLTRIR > X
X%ﬁﬁ’&k FRE FLREIIE o FE AT FRE

TRRAAZR > RRAFLEF B RRET  AM—1F

Ty R AR R T e B ey R T sk A e °

iE (B AN G A R R SRR A RHE A THERRE IR > SRR
RBEEFERAEE (EMzZ 2014) - fEREAEREHE L - 8
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A AR B R R — M e TR B B TR SR AT

RORS Ertses - 3 ELRE R — RR AV BE BN P BR B —— R /2R A LUk



30 GHAEREE 36M

FHEE R o WISCATIREINY [ A3 | BERVE B EAE— 04T - IR
H SRR P R Z A2 E E R AN E Rt & @R IR R 2 - BR
g - i HE-SEBET DE QI EBREE R R -

MacDonald Ed Shildrick (2007 ) fEBRICIAZBEEM T FEEFTET
5 A A i A R U2 R g o R [ IRFEIAEE | BEEk
W HDFEEERRR - RSEHR RN - DURGEEEXERED
FEAE AT R AR E AR AR o MMEEER - RGRIAYEE DK
FrEMER 2 BEEE FEERS R [ REAE ] - o EHEE TR E
i B A VSRR — (BRI £ it & 2 A —— 022 ~ A — i
Woo— B FrTE Ryt GRars o dt—2K - MFE A SR E R
W ARSEERYZEY)E R LR RS S UTRIT S » (e iRy AR E S R
wARA S - IR o MTE—T R — Rt - F4
FEGHRESZ EEANAE - HARRERN [THHERE ] - FrilEE
A ZRIHIFEER - D ERT FRRRIREEEE - DURFEERERERI SRS
1% (Bourdieu 1990) 1EAEAEMMRY 4= an R EBASE A€ - ERIIRIH
ERLELA AR SRR Mo RO RE B ORBRATR - B DR ER - SRR
ARE BB (E P BRI /3 AT EE B

o RIZH A F Y F AR A R AT AR 6y R AL ~ R
AR 0 ABRARJEOYBIA A R A E H X RIVRIETEH
FRABA A FAAPE B RS o RIBRR > W RAHXE
BAAT L KM & KA~ TR~ BRE — oy iraf
AV EAR S 3P AR A AP AR P AR VR 09 BS R ABAZ T 0 A ALIRE
VA B B 48 4 5 YL PT 23 h 694 2k 4k %2 - (MacDonald and
Shildrick 2007: 350)
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HRESE— D M ME T 2 B AR o DIT I &E0E
AR [ ORI | 82 [ BAE 48 | (2 FIRME B AR R FRoR A e
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BLHE AR R o

=3 [ FEfrRs | /Rt BEEE - it EEEE T OE
B EE P] REAE SRR N B E R BE R VR B 2R o kB £ 2R Eh R
HHET RG22 ITERE - R LR EE AL
o DIKG ZNETL R - AR08 SRR R ok [ R kel {18 3 St iR
TEEETIFRIR 2P B AR ARG ~ R > DIREBRER
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—FBRE CARB A AR SRR BRI KRB
wg 9

—FBARET SRR RREN LR NE 0 ST IR KR E
T RREEGRAIAZG S -

ZHBRE T HBEREE > REIMALBH o AT
FRFRMF AR > SHRRMA ERAEALRE E o

[ FATECHE, [ | BRRNEERE R R RAEE R » T
TEEE 238 b | EENTERCEE | RUE S - THER R RR R 2
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ASHE TR E R A B 5% - Wi B G
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MRATRRE > AT AR =2 B — (LA R R ER AR AR 4L AR TR R LRI SR
BURTRIE - S RS R R T - BUSHESREE 77 HIH
fiTEZA (technical capital ) ( ARSCYE ~ BRE T 2012)

KA E XA GC AhFA 2 A RY - e Esk— B9k
FaaTh 0 RBEAVE LT oy slap 4575 0 P RRBFGEE
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FE - A5 i FA AR AR TR SR | PR | B LLERE
4 REEMFREA R T ZrRZT TR - DUEE R E YIS R
BAES T ENEERTER - WRNEARER » 2AERBERLAER
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W~ FEEATRRGT ~ BEAFRIBREFEHEE AN o ERd [ m—a it
Tt - EEHRHES | RS EE LR R ER A
RAERES G A ] ~ 18 E ISR/ HIEBARGE - TAEHE
GRS AR IER - B4 - REAEEERNZES S - LI
B Wik [ F | RS Mk LA et - EpE 8
—R I - M= RAFER -
B4R B CAEMENEB R LR A - EHBRIREITR - 68
HIPRER A R ER A By - B E R R A B AR TS Al
& o AR > EEARBEEEE RSN > E—RIIIRESU B E#
RO H R Z A T R - B R
BURBPERT o MMIRIRSLIEENREH T Learning to Labor —F 1 | X
ERCUL | BIEIRFE » —J7HE - KG ZVETLE B #E RS IR
HEATEENEEIRRA » DUk —RIIFBEMARAIHCEI TR » S8 T
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AT R F3E Lo R L2 BLRIAEER - AEHE B BRY55 s — AIRHE
AT T AR RETIE - BT > KG BAEntli B HEEGE
Hollingworth (2015) FZEHRIEAE S [IGEME | - —J7TH » fiffise
FEEHACHHIR S LELRREIEE - BEAL T D RIEEI TR > BUSE
BB RIEHL 5 S— 5T MFIRr B ER S SO E A B2 R TRk &
HAL - RUGERMMIEI S RS A FEEE [ ARIIEHE | (limited
liability ) » i FE i PRISIRRIRA LR | BE K REDT | AUmt &2 -
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BEIE [ ZOULFR | Bl TR EEN G - KK
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