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In Search of Spatial Justice: The Formation and
Disintegration of the Spatial Governmentality after
Typhoon Morakot

Chuan-Wei Hsia

National Pingtung University, Department of Social Development

Major disasters often bring about new power relations, governance
practices and institutional changes as people continue to bear the effects
and struggle with them. As such, the impacts of the 2009 Typhoon
Morakot disaster in Taiwan are still felt today. This article reinterprets
the post-disaster resettlement and reconstruction policies for the heavily
impacted indigenous community from the dialectic of oppression and
liberation, aiming to outline the contour and evolution of the disaster
spatial governmentality created in the name of disaster governance, along
with the space of hope and resistance of the inhabitants. This article differs
from existing studies in that it highlights the patchwork of difficulties,
contradictions, and dynamic characteristics of this spatial governmentality,
which is now facing disintegration. Its formation and evolution are co-
determined by both top-down governmentality and bottom-up resistance
practices. This paper also takes as an example the spatial practices of the
Adiri tribe in Changzhi Lily Park, Pingtung County, highlighting that
even in the extremely unfavorable spatial politics of the park, the tribe’s
spatial practices can still create conditions conducive to their own cultural
reproduction. This is best understood as the pursuit of “spatial justice” i.e.,
equal entitlement to the right to the city and the right to difference like the
majority Han people.

Keywords: spatial justice, governmentality, permanent housing, diaspora,

migration
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