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The Emergence of “Religious Enclaves” in Migrant
Workers’ Host Countries: A Case Study of Chinese

Guest Workers as Carriers of Yiguandao Back to
China

Hung-Jen Yang

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica

This study is based on case studies of Chinese male and female
guest workers who have become Yiguandao followers in Singapore and
Mauritius. By comparing the two cases, which interactively supplement
each other, the concept of “religious enclaves” can be derived and
extended, and the significance of “gendered religious remittances” can be
grasped, which complements and challenges existing discussions in the
fields of sociology of religion and human geography. This study argues that
although weekend ethnic enclaves, emerging in a context of harsh labor and
living conditions, can offer ethnic support and a sense of ethnic belonging,
the experience within weekend ethnic enclaves fails to establish a solid
foundation for social remittances or religious remittances in the face of an
authoritarian regime. The “religious enclave,” on the other hand, serves a
dual function as a quasi-ethnic enclave and a nurturing ground for faith.
In the “religious enclave,” formed on the basis of Yiguandao practices,
Chinese guest workers not only strengthen their adaptive resilience
in coping with the rigorous host country environmentsbut also equip
themselves with resilience to deal effectively with the heavy regulation of

religion in contemporary China when returning to their home country.

Keywords: Yiguandao, Chinese Guest Workers, Religious Remittances,

Religious Enclaves, Transnational Religion
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B TFHRIENTSEEE (Society for the Scientific Study of Religion,
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#& 7 2942 F (SL Robertson 1992, 1995; Beyer 1994) ©




110 & Ea2% 46 i

#l5r (FERIE]) - DURGEE AT B B TR e AR B A s A 5 8% I
PEEEZF FER S HIR R B LR e U 2 Bz
it & B SRR TE RS e B IR L B e IR R 4 8 - —E
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