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Abstract

In recent years, as concerns over net-zero transitions and energy security have intensified, geothermal
energy has increasingly been regarded as an important option in Taiwan's renewable energy development.
However, compared to discussions of its technical and economic feasibility, there has been little systematic social
scientific research on how Taiwanese society understands, imagines, and accepts geothermal power. Drawing on
the perspective of sociotechnical imaginaries, this study combines two nationwide surveys conducted in 2024 and
2025 with news content analysis to examine the social acceptance, gender differences, and public discourses
surrounding geothermal development in Taiwan.



The survey results indicate that, compared with nuclear power and other renewable energy sources,
geothermal energy enjoys relatively high levels of public support and lower levels of NIMBY opposition.
Respondents were generally more willing to accept geothermal facilities being located within their own
communities. Nevertheless, attitudes toward geothermal energy also exhibit a distinctive gender pattern.
Although women tend to express stronger preferences for renewable energy in general, men report higher levels
of support for geothermal energy, making its attitudinal distribution more similar to that of nuclear power.
Structural equation modeling further reveals that the gendered division of household and caregiving
responsibilities mediates the relationship between gender and attitudes toward geothermal energy.

The news content analysis further demonstrates that geothermal development in Taiwan is accompanied by
multiple sociotechnical imaginaries. First, geothermal energy is frequently associated with hot spring tourism and
local development, reflecting an imagination of coexistence and mutual benefit that contrasts with the often
adversarial relationship between the hot spring industry and geothermal development in Japan. Second, industry
actors and policy advocates emphasize geothermal energy's greater baseload potential compared with wind and
solar power, incorporating it into broader narratives of energy security and net-zero transition. Third, geothermal
technologies are often discussed alongside geological engineering technologies such as carbon capture and
storage, highlighting imaginaries of technological innovation. At the same time, some reports link geothermal
development to earthquake risks and subsurface fluid disturbances, framing it in terms of uncertainties and risks
similar to those associated with large-scale geoengineering.

Overall, the multiple sociotechnical imaginaries identified through news content analysis are also reflected
in the survey findings. Although geothermal energy is characterized by high social acceptance and low levels of
local opposition, attitudinal differences associated with gender, occupational roles, and family contexts suggest
that public understandings of geothermal energy extend beyond a singular image of "green energy." Instead, they
simultaneously encompass multiple meanings related to local development, energy security, technological
innovation, and risk perception.
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53R A / Presenter
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Abstract

In 2025, Taiwan experienced the largest recall election movement in its history.

This study proposes an analytical framework centered on “institutional objectives” and “driving logic,”
while also tracing the historical evolution of Taiwan’s recall system. We argue that recall movements have
evolved with changes in the political environment and are embedded in Taiwan’s geopolitical structure. Using
June 2025 Social Attitudes Survey, this study examines public opinion at the height of recall mobilization. The
findings demonstrate that the effect of party identification on recall preferences is mediated by budget conflicts,
China-related factors, and U.S.-related factors, with clear asymmetrical patterns across political camps. For the
pan-Green camp, recall preferences are primarily shaped by U.S.-related considerations; for the pan-Blue camp,
they are driven by a dual axis of China- and U.S.-related factors; and for supporters of the Taiwan People’s Party,
evaluations of U.S.-related and budgetary issues play the central role.
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The Social Origins of Authoritarian Regimes: Decolonization Violence, State—Society Relations, and
Political Change in Postwar Taiwan and South Korea
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Abstract

Building on my doctoral dissertation, this study sets out a medium- to long-term research agenda in
comparative historical sociology. The dissertation distinguished between two colonial patterns of state—society
relations— “dispersed domination” and “integrated domination” —to explain the sharply divergent patterns of
violence that emerged in Korea and Taiwan at the moment of decolonization in 1945. In Korea, decolonization
unleashed large-scale purges directed against domestic collaborators, whereas in Taiwan collective resentment
was externalized toward the newly arrived ruling regime. Extending this finding, the present study shifts the
analytical focus from how the state shaped society to how society shaped the state. It asks a central question: how
did different patterns of decolonization violence affect the institutional design, consolidation, and collapse of
authoritarian regimes in postwar Taiwan and South Korea?

The article proceeds in four steps. First, it reviews the main findings of the dissertation and identifies the
questions that remain unresolved. Second, it engages four major strands of contemporary social-scientific
scholarship: theories of war and state capacity; the institutional turn in comparative authoritarianism and its
historical reorientation; research on inequality and regime change; and the historical turn in the study of
institutional legacies. In doing so, it specifies the theoretical contributions that a comparison of Taiwan and South



Korea can make to each body of literature. Third, it proposes three interrelated research projects: the relationship
between decolonization violence and the initial institutional design of authoritarian rule; the historical
construction of the three pillars of authoritarian domination; and the long-term trajectory from authoritarian
consolidation to democratization. Finally, it outlines the research design, data strategy, and anticipated
contributions of the project.

I argue that the contrast between Taiwan and South Korea offers a critical comparison for testing a theory of
the violent origins of authoritarian resilience. The counterintuitive empirical pattern—namely, that a relatively
low-violence process of decolonization gave rise to a more durable authoritarian regime—requires us to bring
social structure and mass dynamics back to the center of the study of authoritarian politics.
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Managing Without Craft: Digital Perception and the Standardization of Tacit Knowledge in Taiwan’s
Mold-making and Injection Molding Industries
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Abstract

This article explores how new generation of managers in Taiwan’s mold-making and injection molding
industries establish managerial authority through digital tools in the absence of craft-based tacit knowledge.
Drawing on in-depth interviews with eleven managers—including non-craft second-generation successors and
professional managers—conducted between 2017 and 2023, the study presents a cross-case comparative analysis
structured around three key dimensions: knowledge background and entry path, digital perception-building
strategies, and system-building practices along with their limitations. The findings reveal three key dynamics.
First, managers use digital tools to “de-stickify” tacit knowledge, creating what this article terms “digital
perception”—the ability to observe and manage the factory floor through data and systems rather than through
embodied experience. Second, the nature of this process varies systematically based on managers’ knowledge
base: those with craft or engineering experience use digital tools to augment their existing knowledge, while
those without such base rely on these tools as their primary means of accessing production realities. Third,
workers resist standardization through various forms of “weapons of the weak,” ensuring that tacit knowledge
remains partially irreducible. These findings contribute to labor process theory by demonstrating that managerial
authority in the digital age is not inherent but a contested construction—shaped as much by managers’ own
knowledge gaps as by workers’ skill characteristics.
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Echoes from the Fish Fry Trade: Labor Practices, Cultural Change, and the Reconstruction of
Meaning in Taiwan’s Fish Fry Counting Songs
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Abstract

Fish Fry Counting Songs were oral labor songs commonly performed at fish fry trading sites along the
coastal regions of Taiwan before the 1970s. Their primary functions were to assist in counting fish fry, maintain
order during transactions, and establish trust between buyers and sellers. As a cultural practice integrating
language, vocal expression, and bodily labor, these songs were deeply embedded in the economic activities,
social interactions, and everyday life of fishing communities. However, with the widespread adoption of artificial
breeding technologies, the modernization of aquaculture, and the establishment of standardized measurement
systems after the 1980s, the traditional trade of wild-caught fish fry gradually declined, and the songs disappeared
from their original labor context. This study examines the historical transformation of Fish Fry Counting Songs
and explores changes in their functions and cultural meanings under different social conditions. Drawing upon
Karl Polanyi’s theory of embeddedness and Alan Merriam’s tripartite model of musical behavior, the study
employs field interviews, historical literature review, musical text analysis, and audiovisual materials analysis to
investigate the formation, operation, and transformation of these songs within local economic activities, social
relations, and musical practices. The findings indicate that the emergence and flourishing of Fish Fry Counting



Songs were rooted in the social conditions constituted by fish fry trading institutions, local trust networks, and the
division of labor. Their functions extended beyond counting assistance to facilitating labor coordination,
information exchange, and social interaction through collective singing. As industrial structures and trading
practices changed, the songs gradually lost their practical functions and shifted from an embedded labor practice
to an object of cultural preservation and representation. In recent years, through initiatives in cultural heritage
preservation, community-building projects, educational programs, and public performances, Fish Fry Counting
Songs have re-entered the public cultural sphere and acquired new meanings associated with local memory,
cultural identity, and symbols of local culture. This process of transformation not only reflects changes in
Taiwan’s coastal fisheries and social relations but also demonstrates the reconstruction of meaning through which
a traditional labor culture has evolved from everyday practice into cultural heritage.
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From Reunion to Choice: The Problematization of Cross-Strait Family Reunification
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Abstract

This article examines how Cross-Strait family reunification functioned as a governance intermediary
between the politics of contested sovereignty and the ethics of everyday family life, and how this intermediary
gradually lost its mediating capacity amid the transformation of Taiwan’s sovereignty politics. It argues that
family reunification once served as an institutional mechanism through which political conflict could be
translated into the language of kinship, motherhood, and care. Under the historical condition of strategic
ambiguity across the Taiwan Strait, sovereignty disputes were temporarily suspended, allowing the family to
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become a key intermediary through which the Taiwanese state governed cross-border mobility and responded to
the rights claims of mainland Chinese spouses.

The article further argues that this depoliticized intermediary did not derive from the inherent moral
authority of the family itself. Rather, it rested on three mutually reinforcing historical conditions. Instrumentally,
Cross-Strait families fulfilled state demands for demographic incorporation, care, and social reproduction.
Affectively, the familialization of human rights reframed politically sensitive identity claims as morally
compelling appeals for family reunion and care. Institutionally, democratic competition within Taiwan and the
strategic ambiguity that long characterized Cross-Strait relations created political and legal space for negotiation.

Using border control during the COVID-19 pandemic as a critical case, the article analyzes three policy
discourses—"nationality choice," "abandonment," and "relative choice"—to show how the state redefined
institutionally produced family separation as a matter of individual political choice, moral responsibility, and
personal mobility. Family reunification consequently shifted from a governance resource capable of mediating
political divisions into an object of governance through which political belonging, responsibility, and cross-
border mobility are regulated.

The article demonstrates a fundamental transformation in governance: from prioritizing reunion across
political boundaries to demanding prior political choice before family ties can receive institutional recognition.
The problematization of Cross-Strait family reunification therefore reveals not only the collapse of the family's
mediating function but also the broader social consequences of Taiwan's evolving sovereignty politics. As family
reunification loses its capacity to suspend political conflict, sovereignty increasingly enters everyday life,
reshaping the conditions under which people may live together and redefining the boundaries of political
community.
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Faggots’ Generation: An Ethnography of K-pop Fandom, Digital Togetherness, and Queer
Worldmaking among Young Muslims in a Pietizing Indonesia
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Abstract

In this article, I explore how young Muslims in Indonesia create and sustain queer forms of collective life
amid recurring homophobia and urban alienation. I focus a group of Girls’ Generation superfans and cover
dancers in metropolitan Jakarta whose friendship was built on subcultural participation and digital togetherness. I
theorize their sociality as a digitally mediated queer space. Central to this is cucok meong: an aesthetic and a
form queer self- and world- making. The analysis unfolds around a complaint that some members in the group
had become “insufficiently fabulous™ and “too religious.” I show how this tension stemmed from deeper concerns
about the fragility of their queer sociality. In a pietizing society marked by heightened moral surveillance against
sexual minorities, a turn toward piety is read, among other things, as a reorientation to heteronormative
expectations. What was ultimately at stake was my interlocutors’ unequal dependence on the queer space itself.
By ethnographically attending to the making and unmaking of this social world and what it engendered for queer
and queer-adjacent individuals, I contribute to scholarship on queer space, digital worldmaking, and the
collective labor through which minoritarian subjects sustain alternative forms of life.
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