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Reducing Collaborative Public Goods as

Preventive Measures

Jou Fei Huang!

Abstract

Political survival theory suggests that changes in the provision of public goods result from
institutional changes. However, there are instances where countries experienced institutional
changes yet without witness shifts in public goods provision, and vice versa. This study argues that
this effect of political institution is contingent upon the level of mass threat that a leader encounters.
Since the magnitude of mass threat usually vary across subnational units, this variation may only
be observable at the subnational level. This research investigates if leaders use reallocation of
public expenditure at the subnational level as a preemptive strategy to counteract potential
challenges from individuals not aligned with the ruling coalition. I use subnational variation on
night-time light as a proxy for collaborative public goods provision, showing that the level of
nighttime light drastically changed after this region demonstrate a growing capability of mass
mobilization.

! Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Department of Sociology, Academia Sinica. r00322028 @gate.sinica.edu.tw



China’s Sharp Power Influence on Taiwan Elections,
2014-2022

Wen-Cheng Lin?

Abstract

This study explores the relationship between temples and village chiefs, highlighting the close
connection fostered by Taiwan's unique regional confederation of temples. Recent news suggests
that village chiefs may act as promoters of religious united front activities, underscoring the
importance of examining this relationship. Utilizing the Database of News Events on the CCP's
Work towards Taiwan, 2013-2023, the study captures Mainlanders' The Holy Emperor Guan
Pilgrimages to Taiwan and focuses on the impact of temples targeted by united front activities on
nearby village chiefs. The findings reveal that as the distance between these temples and the village
chiefs' offices decreases, the share of the electorate significantly increases, particularly in 2018—
a year characterized by extensive cross-strait religious exchanges. This underscores the need to

consider the potential influence of religious united front activities on Taiwan.

Keywords: China; Sharp Power; pilgrimage; chief of village
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