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Introduction

The workshop will focus on the impact of the war in Ukraine and its implications for Eastern European
and East Asian societies. In spite of very different sociopolitical contexts, we aim to develop a
transnational dialogue about what this war means for Ukraine and its immediate neighbors such as
Lithuania and Poland, and by a sort of mirror effect, what this brutal reminder implies for Eastern Asia,
starting with Taiwan, as well as Japan and South Korea. The Russian military aggression has opened the
Pandora’s box of neo-imperial and totalitarian pretensions, threatening the democracy and the sovereignty
of many countries. Irrespective of the final outcome of this war, the resistance of Ukrainian people is
running against the intentions of the Russian aggressor and other candidates for similar venture, such as
Beijing’s appetite over Taiwan. The price paid for all this by the Ukrainian as well Russian societies is
huge, but one may hope it will not be futile in the long run. In the meantime, this war implies many
challenges for sociologists of Ukraine and other countries to analyze how this war is affecting their
respective societies.
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