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Co-Constructing the New ""Fourth
Estate" - A Civil Information Society
with Multiple Communication Channels
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Abstract

The public sphere is steadily transforming itself more structural transformation due
to the sharp development of computer technology and internet ever since 1990s. As
consequence, essential change of the way of how information is communicated,
from a direction to a multiple communication, where a user as the same time plays
the role of an active actor. Different possibilities are now the fact and no longera
monopoly of information as seen in the past. This paper stuides the powerful force
of internet which counterbalances and even outdoes the oligarchic media force in
Taiwan, Moreover, we also study the question of how the long existing monopolistic
media is eradicated. We discuss not only the status quo of the media but also a re-
construction of an ideal media environment where every individual is taking part as
a media citizen. This study concludes that a sense of partnership is a suitable posi-
tion for conventional mass-media and for the burgeoning Internet media. People in

Taiwan actually need a complete access to information.
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