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The Causes and Consequences of Domestic Violence:
Taking Mothers as an Example

Chyi-in Wu Yi-Fu Chen
Institute of Sociology Department of Sociology
Academic Sinica lowa State University

Past studies related to domestic violence have indicated that adults who
were subject to severe physical discipline as children are often violent
toward their spouses and children as adults. This finding is usually
attributed to modeling or the learning of attitudes that legitimately hitting
family members. Using three waves of data from a sample of Taipei
metropolitan families, this study found only limited support for these
interpretations.  Data analysis showed that the association between
childhood exposure to harsh parenting and recurrent adult violence toward
children or a spouse was mediated by the extent to which adults who
experienced severe physical discipline as children displayed an antisocial
orientation. However, the influence of intergenerational transmission is
still shown up even after controlling for the mediating effect of antisocial
orientation. This might be taken as an indication that domestic violence is
a sophisticated process, which involved several critical pathways of
transitions. In any case, grandparent's inept parenting did show significant
influence on adult child's antisocial traits and aggressive behaviors. That is,
inept parenting might be one of the crucial causes of victim's conduct
problems.

Keywords: domestic violence, grandparent’s parenting practices, mother’s
anti-social traits, parenting role, and family role
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