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Studies related to family structure have established that children from divorced
families generally show poorer patterns of adjustment compared to those from intact
families. Divorce has been shown to place children at greater risk for delinquency and
substance use, early sex, pregnancy, school failure and dropout, and emotional prob-
lems. “This study tries to investigate the often controversial research issue of whether
different family structure results in the significantly different patterns of adolescent
adjustment. Drawing from a stratified random sample, study participants were re-
cruited through the cohort of all 7th grade students, male and female, who were
enrolled in 86 public or private junior high schools during winter and spring 1996 in
Taipel. The sample was generated through lists of classes provided by schools. Both
the 7th graders and their mothers were interviewed. In addition, class advisors of the
target Tth graders also were asked to evaluate each student in his/her class. Based on
the data provided by the 7th graders and their mothers, this study found that the major-
ity of children in the sample, regardless of family structure, showed minimal involve-
ment in delinquent behavior. This might be taken as an indication that family disrup-
tion is not an important cause of adolescent behavior problems. On the other hand,
parent’s inept parenting did show significant influence on adolescent behavior prob-
lems. That is to say that inept parenting might be one of the crucial causes of adoles-
cent behavior problems.

Key words: family structure, paventing practices, adolescent conduct problems, depressive
sympiom, deviant behaviers
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