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ABSTRACT

As man’s political actions are significantly motivated by political ideas, ideology
becomes one of the most important arenas in the political struggle. Albert O.
Hirschman points out in his Rhetoric of Reaction that all progressive thrusts in the
last two hundred years in Europe were followed by ideological conterthrusts, while
although assaulting the different enemies have contained the same theses, In Taiwan
during the authoritarian stage, some of those theses also became the backbone of the
Kuomintang regime’s propaganda against the demand for democratic reform. Focus-
ing mainly on the political commentaries by scholar and journalists, this paper
analyzes and discusses how some theories in American mainstream social sciences
were used or abused on the assault of the democratic movement. These theories
include, among others, the modernization theory, which presumes an economic prereq-
uisite to democracy, political cultural theory, which argues prescribing a particular
culture for the working of democracy, and theory of political decay, which sees mass
participation only bringing about political disorder rather than democratic reform.
This paper concludes with a call to social scientists for giving more consideration to
the political and social context when promoting inconclusive theories and findings.
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