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From Maocism to Social Democracy?
Measuring Class Consciousness of Chinese
Urban Residents

Lin, Thung-Hong
(Nankang, Taipei, Taiwan, Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

Did the economic reforms and the transformation of class structure change the class
identity and ideclogy of Chinese citizens? Three models are used to examine the
changes of class consciousness and democratic attitude of urban residents in China. The
first one is the “Maoist model” implied the class-labels and egalitarianism enduring from
Mao’s years, The second one is the “modernization model” suggested that the
bourgeoisie and middle class prefer the liberal democracy; conversely, the working class
prefer socialist revolution. The third one is the “social democratic model” claimed that
the working class and middle class prefer social democracy; in contrast, capitalists and
cadres prefer authoritarianism. The three models are competing in terms of their
explanation and expectation of class politics in China.

For testing the validity of the hypotheses derived from the three models, the
Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS) 2003, a national representative sample of urban
residents, are used to investigate the class consciousness, egalitarian ideology, and
democratic value of Chinese citizens, An 8-class schema—capitalist, new middle class,
self-employed and unskilled workers in the private sector, as well as state cadre, state
worker, collective cadre and collective worker—is introduced to define objective class
locations of the interviewees. The empirical findings represent that: (1) the class-label
system and ideology in Mao’s years still influence the class identity of Chinese citizens;
especially, state workers and collective workers in the public sector tend to have stronger
working class identity and egalitarianism. (2) In terms of the preference of democracy,
the social democratic model better explains the statistical results—the urban lower
classes are in favor of democracy, but capitalists, new middle classes, communist party
members and state cadres prefer non-democratic values, which imply that they are in
favor of the stability of CCP’s authoritarianism. The two empirical findings suggest that
the class consciousness and democratic value of Chinese citizens are gradually shifting

from the enduring Maoist model to the expectations of social democratic model.

Keywords: Social Class, Class Formation, China Study, Democratization, Economic
Transition
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Note: “** P<0.01

Note: LR test: X{(3) = 199.08, P>G*=0.0600
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51. Rl Victor Nee, “A Theory of Market Transition: From Redistribution to Markets in
State Socialism,”; Yanjie Bian and John R. Logan, “Market Transition and the
Persistence of Power: The Changing Stratification System in Urban China,” [k
Xiaogang Wu and Yu Xie, “Does the Market Pay off? Earnings Returns to Education

in Urban China,” American Sociological Review, Vol. 68, No. 3 (June 2003), pp.
425~.442,
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