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Sustainability Science Plan of Integrated Risk
Governance of Climate Change Disaster Impact

Liang-Chun Chen®*, Shih-Yun Kuo*#,
Kuei-Tien Chou***, Tze-Luen Lin***%*,
Lee-Yaw Lin**#*%*, Thung-Hong Lin™¥¥¥%%,
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ABSTRACT

In the 21st century nearly every country in the world needs to face numerous
impacts that affect the sustainability of the earth and human beings. These potential risks
have been observed as “high scientific complexity and uncertainty,” “high political and
economic sensitivity,” “diverse issues and sectors involved,” and “transboundary and
intergenerational influence.” These characteristics bring tremendous challenges to scientists
and decision makers in discovering and solving these risk problems. Hence, academia
begins to develop Sustainability Science, a research area emphasizing interdisciplinary
integration and the application and implementation of research outcomes.

The intensity and frequency of extreme weather and climate events in Taiwan have
changed because of changing climate. In addition, due to the environmental, societal,
and land use changes caused by long-term industrial and economic development, disaster
risks have been significantly enhanced. This problem not only would change the features
of hydro-meteorological hazards in Taiwan (e.g., spatial feature), but also would directly
challenge the existing disaster management system. In other words, questions such as
“whether future climate change disaster risks will exceed a place’s current carrying

99 <¢

capacity and response ability,” “will environmental change drive disaster risks and
which land use type will be affected by disaster risks,” “how will our government and
institutions respond to these disaster risks” are important inquiries that may influence the
nation’s citizens’ safety and sustainability. Thus, climate change disaster risks are key
issues in terms of sustainability science research and policy.

Therefore, this article examines current reality and literature, analyzes the scientific

research gaps, and finds out that climate change disaster risk governance needs to
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integrate three dimensions (i.e., institution and policy, scientific research, and civil
society). This article proposes “Integrated risk governance of climate change disaster
impact” as the core issue, and plans the sustainability science plan which includes four
research directions and twelve research subjects. It anticipates that researchers and
agencies can involve in this research and apply the outcomes. Ultimately a framework of
integrated risk governance that focuses on climate change disaster impacts and suits for

Taiwan’s condition can be developed and constructed in the country.

Key words:Climate Change, Disaster Impact, Integrated Risk Governance,

Sustainability Science
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