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Proletarianizing Urban China: The Changing Class
Structure and Social Inequality, 1979-2003

Thung-Hong Lin
Division of Social Science, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

This paper adopts a neo-Marxian perspective to examine the
transformation of class structure in the urban China. A class schema is
developed based on the institutional features of the Maoist China:
household registration (hukou) institution, work unit (danwei) institution,
and cadre position, which correspond to the ownership of labor power, of
organizational assets, of skills/authority in neo-Marxian class theory. In
contrast, the capitalist classes are divided by authority, skill, and means of
production to categorize class locations after the economic reform. The
theoretical framework suggests that when hukou and danwei are
undermined by the labor market and privatization, the class structure should
display a trend toward proletarianization. The statistical results, based on
the dataset from the 2003 China General Social Survey, showed that the
main source of income inequality in urban China has shifted from
differences among hukou and danwei to the differences among social
classes. In addition, the income level of the self-employed is declining and
its difference from the proletariat is insignificant. Analyses of a mobility
table and the Multinomial Logistic Regression model confirm that the urban

China has been proletarianizing over the past three decades.

Keywords: social class, social stratification, China study, income

distribution, economic transition
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(Oi 1999)
(Nee 1989, 1996)

(Bian and Logan 1996; Nee and Matthews 1996; Wu and Xie 2003)
(Bian et al. 2005)

(Pun 2005)

2004 2004 2005

+
(bring class back in)

2003 China
General Social Survey-2003 CGSS-2003
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(Bian 1994; Zhou 2004) (Wang 2005; Wu and Treiman
2004, 2007) (Walder 1983, 1986)
Andrew G. Walder (1986)

(organized dependences)

(party-clientelism)

(Wright
1997) Erik Olin Wright (1985)
(domination) (exploitation)
(Roemer 1982)
(productive assets) —_—

(a bundle of rights)

(exclusion principle)

(appropriation principle)
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(inverse interdependent principle)

(Wright 1997: 37)
(race) (status group)
(Wright 1978,
2002)

(neo-Weberian)

(Goldthorpe and Marshall 1992: 383; Serensen
2000; Wright 1997: 35, 2000b)

(Wright
1997: 37; Serensen 2000: 1528)
(Erikson and Goldthorpe 1992)
Wright

(organizational
asset)
Wright

(interpenetration)

(Wright 2005: 13)
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Wright

(Wu and
Treiman 2007)

(Ka and Selden 1986; Selden 1988)

Wright (1985: 83)

I AERMRHEFEKZARRTOFRY - £45]E Wright 09 $ THIHHE - LARANK
(2000) -




J 03-fF5 E-FRor2HAtpf=7 B7909 7~ F4¢ 5/26/2008 12133:34

WP EEEL 107

(Domenach
1995 [1982]; Meisner 1999; Wang 2005; Yang 1996)
(Marx 1977,
Wright 2005: 11)
(Selden 1988)
(Shue 1988;

Wu and Treiman 2004, 2007)

(Chan etal. 1996 [1992])

James C. Scott

(Scott 1998: 210)

Wright (1985, 1997)
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(Parish 1984; Bian 1994)

(Konrad and Szelényi 1979; Nee 1989; Wu 2002)

(Bian 1994; Zhou 2004)

(Whyte and Parish 1984)

(industrial dualism) (Bian 1994)

(Walder 1986)

(Lt and Perry 1997)

(Burawoy 1985)

2005
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1992 ?

(Walder 1986)

(Burawoy 1985; Burawoy and Lukacs

1992)
(Whyte and Parish 1984;

Whyte 1994[1975]; Zhou 2004)

1956-57
(Walder 1986; Perry 1993)
(Wang 1993; Perry and Li 1997)
# (Chan et al. 1996; Shue 1988; Walder and Su
2003)

2 EHWEEF-RIATEIMHTRE RS S AR Add AR E L —
BHNBADTERAGABREINLT AL EZR > FRAIGHIAT B AL &
S FARYIRAEAL -

Burawoy (1985)% &) F A SLaT #E Bt & £ & TRP I TAMBRE YL "H-o T A (core
workers) #i2 34 T A | (peripheral workers) » $ & X714 8 69488 A H FAMHE ©
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(Djilas 1983; Konrad and Szelényi 1979;

Gouldner 1979; Trotsky 1973)

locations)

1978

1979

1997, Leiulfsrud et al. 2005) ——

(contradictory class

(Wright
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Western and Wright (1994)  Wright (1997)

4 1981 Fh AP REFRAEARTERAARKT A ELIZEANLARESHIIAT (F
A#H) F—AFZBERT (MG EEAERFGEMEE) A TIEIRETLRRY
R BABRAERIAART  BCLRIA—HAESRSHBE & THRE
ARFIAZHGFTHAY  RTHEE ) > MRBBAA - BIHE T1EA T AR 4
BE ) » Bk (BEHTRHARMIER EEREHETRARAE) 198)F 24 T8
MEBP > —MA-AGFRRREYS LW BT RTEELHETRE TR
HEWMEY T HRRBRF A BRI LY TARRHZMERS LB EEE
ey ERARILFARLBEA - BEHAFESEREIRERAB AT HOH R
(Nee 1989; Wu and Xie 2003) 4 W ZE5E F ey N840 » FETIAE T4 EH AR
BREZRE o
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(proletarianization)
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(—) {EBMmeEE L ?
(Erikson and Goldthorpe 1992; Roy 1984; Tilly 1978; Wright and

Singelmann 1982; Wright and Martin 1987)

(Tilly 1978; Roy 1984)

(proletarianization
per capita) (Humphries 1990)
(Walton
1987; Koo 1990)
(Wright and Singelmann 1982: S179)
(proletarianization by class)
(Marx 1977)
(semi-proletarianization) (informal sector) (Portes
etal. 1989) (articulation of modes of production)

(Amin 1974; 1993)
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Wright (deskilling)
(Wright 1997: 93-95)
Harry Braverman (1974) ( Taylorism)
(Edwards 1979;

Burawoy 2005[1979], 1985)
(Block 1990; Erikson and Goldthorpe 1992: 11)

(class compromise)

(Przeworski 1986; Wright 2000a)

(Konrad and Szelényi 1979; Gouldner 1979; King and Szelényi 2004)

(Eyal et al. 1998)

2006
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(Wu and Xie 2003)

# (Embourgeoisement)
(Szelényi and Manchin 1989)

(=) fafRpfigasil 2

(Rawski 1999)
(Shirk

1993)

5 TERFHAEMEELEEFARFRINEIAAGORE? NESAEREMELR
B FAE— 23 ? (AHE # 1989; 4T &89 1993) > ARIK R VP B L4 R e 4zt
1999 sFF B A A TR P 3,160 & F - £ 2006 46 A > )% 2,506 ¥ F » 85
Pl F BRI D o AL 2003 oy B ¥ RA T BER PRI RBAEY 0 At
FAEE R R IATH > RRHABMFLLETE -
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1992

(Marketization, 1979-1991)
(Privatization, 1992-) ¢

1981
+ 1987
1988
(Naughton 2007)
1987
1989
(Wedeman
2003)
1992
(01 1999)

6  sb—E 5 F K %# f Szelényi g2 Kostello (1996) 843 3% » #1324 b B b4 203 B A0 R VA
1986 F.& % > AT #Y B AR LB ST R 0 A 1986 245 0 R R T
PREI G~ LHEERF A EZF 09T - R > Szelényi i Kostello 47 K 6 A /1 3k
A L AT A 1986 44 % o Naughton (2007: Ch. 4) & sz ¥ 6 F4E 5 > B BAAE A K 22T
FHE 1992 FRLFREELEGSRE -
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1983, 1988, 1995, 2006 5.4
1993
1994
(OECD 2003; Kung and Lin 2007) 2002
(Dickson 2003; So 2003) 2003
2007
1990
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90 % 2005 42% 1999
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14%  16%
2005 42%

(despotism) (Burawoy 1985;
Lee 1995; Pun 2005) 1990

1992

1992 2004

1990

(=) EEERERS Y B R AL i
Wright
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(Wright and Martin 1987)

(Lee 1998)

=)

119
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2003
(2003 China General Social Survey CGSS-2003)

CGSS-2003 5,894
CGSS-2003 2002
2003
#
(1979-1991) (1992-)
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W
3033 9.089 0.873 3.912 12.612
3090 11.117 1.299 4.575 15.624
3553 0.191 0.393 0 1
/ 3553 11.196 3.324 0 19
3553 1.180 0.944 0 2
3553 0.887 0.317 0 1
3553 0.451 0.498 0 1
3553 39.541 10.621 15 71
3553 0.164 0.370 0 1
0.475%
0.180*  0.052*
0416%  0212%  0.254*
0.164* 0011  0236*  0297*
4 0.057%  0.048%  0.090%  0229%  0277* %
20.037% 0035 -0.179%  -0.040*  -0.086*  -0.025
20024 0021 0.184*  -0.305%  0.129%  0.048%  -0.114*
0308 -0.160%  -0.136*  -0.256*  -0209*  -0.156*  0.049%  0.054*

*p<.05

(—) rhEkEE s REEHR AT R L © JRBhERI T

1978
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(Forward Transition Method)

CGSS-2003
1973 1979
1985
1979 11.1%
1992
14.6% 36.2% 10.9%
7.6% 65.8% 55.3%
1973 20.1%
2003

1990
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() YRgrsthlen o AT RS Rl Eh

(Hout 1980)

(Log-linear)

(Multinomial Logistic Regression)

(Agresti 2002; Hendrickx and Ganzeboom 1998)
2003

(odds-ratio)
2003

1979 1991

7 ARFERRAIETORARGFOEARTE RS EWHEIRE > H L AR T AER
T A e R P e G AL > o AR IR RS SR R B R AR 4 R S AL -
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(Log-
likelihood)
2003

1991

1979

8  mFR@AEY  FEERLHH 18 R LG RLME CAEPE T A E MMM
PEaARS) 0 MR E BARAMFRE - RFROBEEREHBRAHOBE > £
Gt B R IRFE > B SeREAEI SRR IRP 2 B -
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1979-2003
2003
0.535% -0.104 -0.271 -0.043 -1.311* -0.085 -0.262
0244)  (0288)  (0.189)  (0.180)  (0.543)  (0.133)  (0.167)
2003 0.009 0.033 0.023% 0.027* 0.063** 0.022%* 0.101%**
(0.017) (00200  (0.013)  (0.013)  (0.027)  (0.009)  (0.012)
0.056 0.286***  0.023 0.274%*%  0.271* 0.218%**%  (.653%**
0.038)  (0.052)  (0.033)  (0.034)  (0.095)  (0.025  (0.041)
0.816 1.660***  -0.239 1.237%%* 1.874%** 1.120%%*  2.374%**
(0.529)  (0428)  (0.514)  (0340)  (0.572)  (0250)  (0316)
1979
-37.760%*** 2.070%* 1.462* 1.341* -0.140 -1.042f 1.848%**
0.549)  (0.739)  (0.682)  (0.559)  (1.126)  (0.570)  (0.518)
-0.360 -2.2641 -1.270* -0.117 0.307 1.107*%**  (.748*
0.539)  (L171)  (0.524)  (0354)  (0.714)  (0237)  (0.290)
2.207***  0.880 -0.442 -0.043 -0.982 -0.183 -1.923*
0392)  (0569)  (0.529)  (0482)  (1.009)  (0377)  (0.756)
1991 -0.490 0.096 -0.098 -0.196 -0.396 -0.782%**  -0.800***
(0319)  (0362)  (0.219)  (0207)  (0.508)  (0.170)  (0.230)
18
0.239 0.127 0.372 0.289 -0.353 -0.851%**%  -0.904***
0264)  (0354)  (0.250)  (0221)  (0.629)  (0.183)  (0.241)
-0.506 -0.605 0.528* 0.108 0.852 -0.436* -0.102
(0361)  (0431)  (0.245)  (0233)  (0.536)  (0.178)  (0219)
22.588%*k  _6.167FFF  -1.959%* -4.689%**F  8.015%k*  2.083%k*  _[].662%**
0902)  (1.143)  (0.721)  (0.732)  (1.852)  (0.533)  (0.808)
Log likelihood -4122.92
Wald G* 27281.24
Pseudo-R’ 0.185
2921
M
@) 3,553 631

*p <.05,**p<.01,***p<.001,Tp<.1
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CGSS-2003
2003

2002

2002
CGSS-2003

2002

1978

(Backward Transition Method)

2003

2002
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2002
10325 39632 19313 22933
(8231) (63449) (16209) (32485)
11384 22071 17089 17465
(7281) (20128) (14215) (15077)
8466 14636 13395 13200
(6372) (14742) (10361) (10906)
8253 14658 11753 12641
(8407)  (23667) (8032) (16232)
5691 6402 9261 7850
(6186) (9877) (10088) (9822)
- 8819 - 8819
(12751) (12751)
6981 10044 11524 10899
(6937) (18435) (12104) (14331)
(1
) 3,553 2003
3)
W
¥10,044 ¥12,014
(18,435) (11,524)
(6,937)
6.2 34
2.1 1.8
¥6,981
¥8,466
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(Ordinal Least Square, OLS)

2002
2003

1996)

2002

(Xie and Hannum

2003
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(Log-income) (Log-wealth)  OLS
Log (income)  Log (income) Log (estate) Log (estate)
(dummy)
-0.011 0.053 -0.077 -0.048
(0.072) (0.076) (0.100) (0.105)
0.216%** 0.174 0.170* 0.331
(0.048) (0.155) (0.085) (0.236)
0.211%** 0.368%** 0.324%** 0.374%**
(0.051) (0.102) (0.066) (0.101)
0.414%** 0.707%** 0.302%** 0.249
(0.048) (0.126) (0.077) (0.204)
0.524%** 0.990%** 0.567%** 0.911%**
(0.072) (0.196) (0.100) (0.236)
x
-0.035 0.321
(0.221) (0.410)
-0.281 0.347
(0.200) 0.219)
-0.274 0.374
(0.224) (0.323)
-0.667* -0.100
(0.259) (0.333)
x
-0.029 -0.266
(0.162) (0.248)
-0.250* -0.163
(0.114) (0.133)
-0.383%* 0.003
(0.133) 0.217)
-0.620%** -0.522%
(0.208) 0.257)
-0.246%** -0.153 -0.349%** -0.458%**
(0.077) (0.095) (0.110) (0.135)
-0.055 0.029 -0.277%** -0.211%%*
(0.046) (0.052) (0.066) 0.079)
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(Log-income) (Log-wealth)  OLS

Log (income)  Log (income) Log (estate) Log (estate)

-0.157 -0.237t -0.063 -0.100
(0.118) (0.127) (0.133) (0.136)
> -0.049 0.064 0.155 0.059
(0.183) (0.188) (0.219) (0.232)
> 0.207+ 0.335% 0.066 0.152
(0.119) (0.132) (0.144) (0.149)
20113 -0.118* 0.023 0.026
(0.059) (0.059) (0.078) (0.079)
0.363+++ 03225+ 0.821%%+ 0.821 %%+
(0.042) (0.033) (0.050) (0.050)
0.274%%% 0.282%%+ 0.799%+* 0.802%%*
(0.045) (0.038) (0.052) (0.052)
0.481%%+ -0.463%%+ 03545+ -0.344*
(0.040) (0.050) (0.073) (0.074)
0.219%*+ L0.222%%+ 0.130%+ 0.134%+
(0.031) (0.031) (0.046) (0.046)
0.0201 0.019t -0.018 -0.019
(0.011) 0.011) (0.015) (0.015)
: -0.0003¢ -0.00021 0.0002 0.0003*
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0002) (0.0002)
0.073%+* 0.074%%+ 0.039%+* 0.039%++
(0.007) (0.007) (0.009) (0.009)
8.169%#* 7.823 % 11.273%%+ 11.241%%+
(0.240) 0322) (0.330) (0329)
R 0.319 0.326 0.239 0.242
3033 3033 3090 3090

*p <05, %% p<.01, ¥ p< 001, T p<.1
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(0.990)
0.074
0.603
230000 — —

210000
180000
170000
150000
130000
110000
90000-
70000 -

2003

62,961
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7,077

17,313
11,555
1,063
295

17,608 6,154
10,155 1.5
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(Shu 2005)

(Nee 1989)

(Nee and Matthews 1996) (power
persistence) (Bian and Logan

1996; Walder 1995, 2002; Walder et al. 2000)

(Wu and Treiman 2007, 2004; Wu 2002; Zhou et al. 1997)
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1990

CGSS-2003

1992

1992

2003 MNL

W B ey A A

137

1979




J 03-4fF-Fk/i<HAtpf-38 B7909 /4% 5/26/2008 12:33:34

138 &HEeedtwil

1990

(Wu 2006)
1990

(Wu and
Xie 2003) —_—
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(Yang 2004)

. 3 AXMEE A 2007 S 11 A 25 BAGHAGLEF R EMIH e T ELA
oy (F BIRARE KPR 48 45 AR 00 3 SLAE @ 1P 5 > 1979-2003) — X - Bl A i At

S AV SE SRR g S S SAUE NS PNE S S S 5]
¥ ~ UC Berkeley #£€ % 4 Michael Burawoy # 4% vA & Johns Hopkins University #:
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Wright

(International Standard
Classification of Occupation, ISCO-88)
Erikson/Goldthorpe/Portocarero
(EGP) (Erikson and Goldthorpe 1992)

EGP

Walder et al. (2000) 1996
(ILO)
(European Social Survey, ESS
2002/3) (Leiulfsrud et al. 2005) CGSS
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CGSS-2003
ISCO-88 (International
Socio-economic Index, ISEI) John Hendrickx (2004)
STATA EGP
Al 3
Wu Treiman (2007)
EGP (Conditional
Logistic) (Event-history)
Al CGSS-2003 EGP
EGP
% %
I+1I (Controllers) 851 304
I (Higher Controllers) 521 18.6
II (Low Controllers) 330 11.8
1 (Routine Non-Manual) 583 20.8 583  20.8
IVa +1Vb (Small owners) 382 13.6 382 13.6
V+VI (Foremen, skilled) 778 27.8
\% (Manual Supervisor) 115 4.1
VI (Skilled Manual) 663 23.7
Vila (Semi-unskilled Manual) 144 5.1 144 5.1
IVc + VIIb (Agricultural) 65 23
Ve (Self-employed Farm) 58 21
VIIb (Farm Labor) 7 03
2,803 100

3 K HARE % R http://ideas.repec.org/c/boc/bocode/s425802. html




J 03-ffF 9 E-Fhor2HAtpf-43 B7909 - f4¢ 5/26/2008 12:33:34

W FEEEL 143

(Wu and Treiman 2007: 440)
EGP

=~ HAERE R BUSE AT LR

EGP ISEI
(validity)
A2 EGP
ISEI 2002
(ANOVA) F-test
(multicollinearity)
ANOVA
F EGP ISEIL
EGP ISEI
ANOVA
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(Erikson and Goldthorpe 1992)

(Wright 1997)
A2 EGP ISEI
2002 (ANOVA)

(Source) (SS) (DF) (MS) F P>F
315.849 13 24.296 42.46  0.0000
93.872 7 13.410 23.44  0.0000
EGP 22.624 5 4.525 7.91 0.0000
ISEI 7.810 1 7.810 13.95  0.0002

1392.669 2434 0.572

1708.518 2447 0.698
(Source) (SS) (DF) (MS) F P>F
287.742 11 26.158 4485  0.0000
Wright 65.766 5 13.153 22.55  0.0000
EGP 22.571 5 4.514 7.74  0.0000
ISEI 6.951 1 6.951 11.92  0.0006

1420.776 2436 0.583

1708.518 2447 0.698

(1) EGP Al 2003
7 Wright
OLS

(2) SS=Sum of Square, DF=Degree of Freedom, MS=Mean Square
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com/ziliao/2005-02/01/content_2534200.htm
(2004)
(2005)

(1992)

(2000) 39:
4{ 1-44 %7
(2004)
(1993) S

(1989) 2(2):
11-54
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