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Civic Education Revisited: Reflecting
on the Making of New Course Outline
for High School “ Civics and Society”

Mau-kuei Chang’

Abstract

The article emphasizes that the goal of the “Civics and Society” course
at high school level, evolving from the (95) C.O. (Curriculum Outline) to the
new (99) C.O., has been to cultivate future citizenship. It has not attempted to
replace citizenship teaching completely with social science topics. And at the
same time, the new C.O. made it clear that citizenship education will go
through the learning of selected and relevant social science topics, not going
back to traditionalistic culture or mora teaching. The author adopts a
“participant objectivation” approach and to objectify his own experiences,
reflecting on his work and issues he faced while serving as the convener of
the curriculum committee. This article does not view C.O. as pure neutral
texts independent of power and interests. In fact, C.O. is treated as an officia
document that is endowed with normative, coercive and exclusive privileges
in high school education. And the drafting of C.O. is embedded in
complicated social relations. The article describes that the contents of C.O. is
accomplished through a series of social and political actions. The process is
also affected by government, intra-government, particularistic interests and
lobbying pressures from social groups. The article describes the composition
and operation of the curriculum committee with illustrations of serious
intra-committee debates. In the end, the article highlights some of the new
elements and features of the new C.O., especialy on its implications for
human rights education.

Key Words. Civic education, Curriculum outline, reflexivity study, high school civics and
society

" Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica; Convener, Task Group for Curriculum
Outlines for Civics and Society of Senior High School. (etpower @gmail.com)
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