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Abstract

his article discusses the background which has prompted high school teachers of Civics
Tand Society engage in public protests against an unusual amendment of the subjects’
curriculum guideline. It explains why the teachers took the risk of disobeying and offending
their superiors by proclaiming to “educate” the officials of Ministry of Education and the
general public in name of citizenship, for their wrongdoings related to “procedure injustice”
and “black box” practice (under table practice). Borrowing the conceptualization of “thick”
versus “thin” democracy proposed by B. Barber, this article provides an argument to the
schism between elected government/councils and the wide range civil protests, in which the
Sunflower Movement against the passing of the CSSTA in the Legislature Yuan is included.
The debate has been about whether there are or are not “black box” practices when important
decisions were made. The author suggests that the answer depends on our understanding and
expectation of the quality of democracy. If we hold the belief that strong democracy should
include active participation from learned citizens, sharing of sufficient information among all
parties, and inclusive decision making process when there exist diverse groups of multiple
values and conflicting interests, we will think “black box™ operations are indeed critically
prevailing in the current situation. In the end, the article calls for active participation in

constructing thick democracy in Taiwan against inactive and minimalist “thin democracy”.
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