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‘Spreading love’ or ‘working holiday’?

The narrative of altruistic rhetoric, financial motivations, and risks in domestic and
transnational Taiwanese egg donation
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Table 1
Comparison of ED narratives between domestic and transnational clinics/
brokers.

Category

Domestic clinics in Taiwan

Transnational clinics and
brokers

ED framing

Compensation
Donor portrait

Doner
requirement

Procedure
information

Risk disclosure

ED meaning-
making

ED as an act of love

‘Nutritional compensation’
‘ED angel,” ‘ED girl,” ‘dream-
fulfilling angel,” ‘girls with
love,” ‘girls with good
intentions’

Emphasis on courage and love;
implicit expectations
regarding age and education

Basic outlines of ED provided
on websites, sometimes with a
timeline that encompasses
required times of clinic visits
and nutritional care provided
by the clinics, while less
emphasis on medical
procedures

Standardised disclosure of
medical risks (e.g., OHSS
percentages)

Framed as altruistic: spreading
love, performing good deeds,
helping others conceive

ED as part of a holiday
experience

‘Dream-Fulfilment Fund’

‘ED angel,” ‘ED girl,” ‘Asian
girls with love,” ‘High-
achieving, kind-hearted Asian
girls with good looks’

Strict age limits; explicit
preferences for specific racial/
ethnic backgrounds, high
education, attractiveness, and
minimum height

Videos showing ED procedure
steps, including self-injection
tutorials, self-preparation
before egg retrievals, medical
examinations before and after
ED, post-surgery feelings and
materialised care received
from the clinics

Limited or unclear disclosure

of medical and legal risks

Framed as mutually beneficial:
working holiday, earning extra
income, sometimes as helping
others
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