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This paper examines the construction of the concept of "Taiwanese national literature" by nationalist writers and
literary critics, who have played a central role in the development of Taiwanese cultural nationalism since 1980. The paper
points out that Taiwanese cultural nationalism emerged as anti-KMT activists mobilized intellectuals following the
Kaohsiung Incident of 1979. This historical sequence shows that the Taiwanese nationalist movement does not fit
prevailing conceptualizations of the history of nationalist movements that are based primarily on Miroslav Hroch's
three-phase division. The paper also argues that the politicized 1dentity of Taiwanese cultural nationalists 1s not a fixed,
essential entity, but an effect of specific sociopolitical changes in post-1980 Taiwan. Taiwanese political dissidents'
1deological mobilization has focused on substituting a new state corresponding with the 1sland territory for the ROC
framed according to Chinese nationalism and the Mainland domain. The work of articulating a sense of Taiwanese
national identity has been left primarily to such pro-independence humanist intellectuals as writers and literary critics.
These humanist intellectuals try to authenticate the political assertion of identity by creating collective symbols and
reclaiming a particular national tradition of literature.

Key words:ethnic politics, nationalism, cultural nationalism, Taiwanese literature, intellectuals
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