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Abstract

The piece-rate system, prevalent in the garment industry in Tdiwan, is
not just an economic arrangement that workers exchange their labor power for
wage. It also has its political and ideological effects whereby workers’ own
perceptions of their own labor power are shaped. Also shaped by the piece-
rate system are workers' perceptions of their relationship with their employers
and the relationship among the employees themselves, With the “pseude-
petty-boss ideology,” the “pure-labor consciousness,” the “illusion of disguised
ireedom,” the piece-rate workers treat themselves more as quasi-boss than as
proletarian. Thus the labor power of Taiwanese workers is “commmoadified,
all too commodified.” The consent to “no work, no money” is a very important
dimension in understanding the quiescence of the Taiwanese workers.
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