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Reexploring the Regime Transition in Taiwan: A
Reinterpretation of the KMT's Legitimationinthe Early 1970s

Chih-Chieh Tang

Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica

This article challenges the popular opinion that the KMT regime
solved its legitimacy crisisin the early 1970s by strengthening its coalition
with local factions. Reconstructing this history from the perspective of
symbolic struggle, this article points out that the crisis of externa
legitimacy was only a catalyst to this political transformation. It was the
internal context that determined the direction of this transformation. And
the fact that this transformation occurred without a mass mobilization had
much to do with the historical conjunction of the power succession inside
the KMT regime. But this also must be attributed to the KM T's ongoing
predicament, which was grounded in its lack of sufficient power, its
previous discourse of legitimation, people's definition of reality and the
crisis in the moment, and dissenting voices in the public sphere. The
discourse "defending Taiwan through reform™ came out as guideline und
solved the crisis successfully only because it could temporarily unite the
different positions. Although this political transformation was by definition
neither liberalization nor democratization, it did lead to an opening of
participation in the level of central government that further engendered a
nation-wide opposition. In this sense, the transformation was doubtless the
starting point of Taiwan's postwar regime transformation. Based on these
findings, this article highlights the advantages of an approach that grasps
legitimacy/power from a symbolic dimension in comparison to one that
considers legitimacy as a "mutual recognition between power-holders.”
Meanwhile, it emphasizes that future research needs to consider Taiwan's
particular context serioudly, to reflect upon the application of the
transitological model, and to develop theory.

Keywords: legitimacy, power, political transformation, symbolic struggle

Taiwanese Sociology Number 12 (December 2006): 141-190
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IEg MR IF IR ) R R ) (Gewalt, violence) it 3k

mHE 71 (Macht, power) o

54 5 1% % w % (1998)42 4% Michael Mann JLsé#E 7 oA - AT B EMAE A > B
AL LI R AR M (i b SIAZ AR TRy ¢ B AE S KA ) MR EE M RE -

55 #AX Gramsci RXEA "B EWR | OMARBRE LD L REBEHMASHRE > {2
BB FHMAWER > AAERLBRHMREL L& - 118 > Laclauand Mouffe
(1985)# I R A H s 33y > HECS Hinfo e e T AL T2 HHE 0
A BRAXKRG A REHOER KT AEOREE —PerhmF - LR LA LN E
X # BT 3055 (Stéheli 1998) - 12 FRAME 18 ~ AXRA RMAEF B AT > £
AIEM GG A 0 LHEA Gramscti ¥A4% 0 4o Michael Burawoy ~ James Scott ~ Bob
Jessop % 4y it — BB NG o

56 & 7T sz Foucault (2003: 24, 26) a9 3ik vb s & TR IR 3 — 42 JL32 3 3k 4 48 & (economy)

EHENZTEERE > mASBEERELAZEEN IR HFHAEEES &
RIHE) it A, o TRV a4 B 38 > A FREH AR - A EEH
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57

58
59
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Stinchcombe (1968: 161)

Stinchcombe

23R &

i a o SRR ZE T %

Pierre Bourdieu (1991: 127f)

59

ek o AR TR (d o EIBAEAEA] o right > {24 F FXRE 0 REREREE o ¥
Ko CIRFAE AR 7B S P H AR B — A M o 7T 2 ¥ 3% A [Foucault 2000b: 25] 1L
) HATFo a9 AR B AR IRAR ) 8y R B F 0 VAR F R R R
b B IALR RER A R ey X B , (REEZPTIm) o
BARFEMESEGHE NG LRRGRELE BEEANEAEFEALAK =
R BT HEPE R LG G BARE T O R LA GRS R
HEB M AT ZRITAACHE - AP T 506 R A HLR - RAEHE LA
o BIMEAT AR TALER AR RIR > RABURILRHE BUEE
H e #% v (Luhmann 1994: 128) -

% # > Stinchcombe # & 25 & HE A A 7 M4 10 25 0 A R BBy EHALHE R -

BB S 5 AR @ 6 0 A 4 A AR BT R B B B AR A R
BBk 0 BB H% 5 EE(McAdam 1999,2003) - vA & EadF R 0 £ H 5(1996)
Bpe TR B 09 A JE ST R HE S A& 1979 S5 5] 1989 Ml defTE) B X4 0 Ik T
CXAHREFRBZIBRAEZ LS B ABLE > mETH » ARR(2000) 77 4£
ACHAE | ER 45T T - I TIRRMEB LW > KA ALE THE N0 LRR
BB -
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(1) RIS P S A E S

TN

60

Luhmann (1989: 28, 34)

P B AT . -

Luhmann (2000: 122-123)

(Kontingenzformel)

(7)) RE ) EEEEH 2T TR B

60

61

(1989)

Gramsci # k7R ) B &E =5 e Loy FHM ALA B B BB AERF
A AR X B R 0y ] (Lears 1985)  #:kuds i T Rl B ekt 0 REKRE T ERE
o BRABELRY THFELR, ORNF > BEAREFEAE GEEEEHGMA -

FHy56 o T M 09)R X 44 Bereitschaft - 3B e P AL TG B 0 2AA

BERERES > s W RF bereit o9 Mk 0 KT EMHITHET AN ET R
W B ey i o
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(negative sanction) 62

(Luhmann 1976: 523, 1991b: 181, 1991c)

63

(selectivity)

#E %, (Luhmann 1969,

Weber (1980: 28) a4t Rz Bp% @ "THE ) A A L — @ ME T o Bp @A BB IkIney
BRT > LR BMATHEINRE  mrhe—EREREIAMTELSE Loy o
A > HEH R 0 b IBAAE ) LR B IR K8 1Bk F 1T 04 % % ) (influence) & 51
Bk o {2k AR RS R 0 A & KRdesk (Hamilton 1989 ; # A3y 1999) - H£F
F o A ReEF 0 4% Knoke (1990: 3ff.) 4L R 3R AR HE H 64 77 42 » Mann (1989: 22ff )
Al R ERY RREES LR — o

BIMS CBHEREH AR FERIBERBETREY TRABA L 0 FHH
BT XF PRI SR H R E e T4 (Luhmann 1997: 202ff.) o
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1976, 1988, 1991b, 1997: 203-204, 316ff.)

(&) FERIYE R T G A ERIRES )

64 3AEA ki Foucault R 2k 1< Ao 2 R > T AR AU (1235 LAkA % (2000) kA 7
8% %) o 4= Foucault (2000a: 340-341, 346; 2003: 13ff., 29, 35-36)dL 3t 3F T 1% 4 A5 Ak
BB RTAE A 64y > 4R TAEHR ~ A3~ R¥ewkik - Ak #h T £
BR-FEHEBHGE, AR EEATMRYELE T RAEGFAEA, CEA TR
B —HATHEX > CEFEBEL SR m A LA S £ fRAE A A T
oo Bl ds T EEERASHNRE 0 RAEEMAA T T AN —H N T
EAEFARRGRTE KW o mE > R4 TRH] ) (repression) s, & 77 k3L MAE S & R
ey RAHBENHBTHAGTRME  RETHAY TR | (effect) 12 T2 &
BTRAXARE AR Lsh ekt - TE L TR HGRES
T AP Rk > AR A  FTAME N AR LA Tia A, o kR
T A AT R 09T B 3 B A AL | 0PI - A E R 0 +1 - AR EHHBRY
M il e R AR TR AR AE IR FE W B AR SERF M Bl E | o #E
EAEA B R F o AR R T Abey | A e KSR I RS AR > B B
RSN BIRF 098 N B IE A N 36 AT H M S »
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65

(Luhmann 1997: 83-84; Gould 1987: 44-45,
54ff., 103ff.)

65 Stinchcombe (1968: 162-163, 165, 168) [ 45 % #t i 4 (cybernetics) & — #:48.3% » 3] 3.8
BHRA  FTALABMAXRAMEA EIEEE - BRHANE  RBRAMERHR
MENE R AR -



78 & MRS+ =0

V) 5IARESFIHIRIEEL

JE iR
FATE Z 35 R ey HATH N A KR # 6 2 3k (Luhmann 1995:
104)

Fohmg
Ak (legality) 44 iE & H (Luhmann 1991a: 159, 169) ¢

67

1970

66 JLERRMZ 0 BRI HBUE L EEA A e b ik ¥R A IEE M 0 @ A& Habermas
(1973: Part )bk ey » £k AFEMFRAES M e TRE | -

67 FABHABEIRNERRR  RABYWBERSTFEZRBAE LN G2 A LR T
AR A 5w E & T R &8 FH R 406 (Adamson 1980: 170)
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1972

Y ~ PEfE S A

(1989)

Foucault (2003: 28-29)
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(O'Donnell and Schmitter 1986: 19)

1970

1970 —_—



68

69
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1970

68

69

O'Donnell and Schmitter (1986: 74 > 3& 1) 432&RR > 480k JE Ikt & o RABUE 09 T
A o

TG R FE TR B AT T AL 0 RA BT RMEAREFE T X > FRE R
ey LR T AL AR o
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1989 +
(Bunce 1995a; Carothers 2002;
Gazibo 2005; Mahoney and Snyder 1999)
Ruth Berins Collier

and David Collier (1991) James Mahoney (2001)

1972 1986
1972

1986
1986

AT B RAR AR P IE S FAR R - RIRAH AT R
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H AR PIEIIE E 0 AR R T AEA U BCEE A B o ok 0 Bt
FEREREG ALREHBIEM > KX FENE > LA B IR B RN
MF AR B BT AR RAFATE LMY ARHED @
W REBE o AR T AT R TR 0 Ak — R - RIE > R RH
MEIRELEREOTERSE » FERARIGRIT LN » BRIZHARALR AR
B ARSI oMy ] ey BT I ER -
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