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One of the most noticeable phenomena between family and work institutions is that married
women tend to withdraw from the labor force after marriage and after childbirth. However, there
are actually more married women in Taiwan who stay in the labor force throughout various family
life cycles. This paper examines how these women maintain their employment from ‘before
marriage”, ‘after marriage’, to ‘before the youngest child enters primary school’ by means of
flexible employment patterns. Samples are randomly selected married women who have
experienced marriage and childbearing stages. There are 939 Taiwanese women in our final
sample.

The result points out that among the Taiwanese sample, continual employment (43.7%) is the
single most dominant employment pattern of Taiwanese married women. Among women of the
continual employment pattern, flexible employment (including both informal and part-time
employment) is shown to contribute to women’s labor force participation: 30.3% of Taiwanese
women in the sample transfered from formal to flexible work after marriage or after childbirth.
Among factors affecting women’s various employment patterns, the husband’s family occupation
as well as the women’s work characteristics are found to be significant. This implies that the
continual employment patterns of Taiwanese women is a compromise between demands from
both family and work institutions, much more salient than the effect of women’s human capital
and personal work attitudes. Since women who fall into the continual employment category are
not homogeneous, but rather reveal significant internal variation, this paper briefly discusses the
important implications of the study for career development among married women in Taiwan.

Key words: women's continual employment, family life stages, flexible employment, family context,
work attitudes.
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