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Present Forms and Future Attitudes of
The Elderly Parental Support in Taiwan

Chin-Chun Yi* Yu-Hua Chen**

(ABSTRACT)

This paper examines the relationship between "the practice and the attitude
toward elderly parents’ su/pport. Present living arrangements as well as types of
economic support are used to indicate the actual experience of family support. Three
various perspectives—namely, from parents, from children, from own future
preference—regarding attitudes toward ‘parental support are compared in order to
delineate possible differences between general versus personal attitudes. Data are
taken from “The Economic Development and Female’s Family Status” (NSC83-
0301-H-001-064; NSC84-2411-H-001-018). Stratified random sample of 500
Taiwanese married couples and 500 married females constitute our sample.

The result shows that co-residence between elderly ‘parents and married
children (63.5%), children’s support as major economic source for the elderly (60.5%)
remain as the dominant forms of parental support in Taiwan. Attitudes toward
parental support reveal interesting differences. Specifically, from parents’ viewpoints,
. highér separate living arrangement and stronger desire of financial independence are
observed in contrast with the children’s perspeétive. However, the most important
difference is found from personal future attittldes toward the elderly support. 44%
prefers separate living arrangement and economic independence when getting old.
This proportion exceeds the conventional response of depending on the children for
the elderly support. Therefore, the multivariate analysis which aims at exploring the
association between behavior (actual experience) and attitudes of parental support
adopts personal future attitudes as the dependent variable.

The findings support our hypothesis that current family structure and economic
support patterns have significant effects on personal future attitudes toward the
elderly support. Members from the nuclear family as well as those parents who have

independent economy are more likely to favor similar support patterns in the future.
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Further analyses indicate that present living arrangement is more important for urban
residents while present economic support pattern is more significaht for rural
residents in their future attitudes toward parental suppdrt. Hence, actual family
support experience does have important association with personal future attitudes

toward the parental support.

Key words: elderly parental support, attitudes of parental support, co-residence

patterns, economic support
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== HEXAREZERGRHAMERZZHANEEERIN

(N=984)
Ln (p2/pl) Ln (p3/pl)

g % g : Coefficient Std.Error Coefficient Std.Error
FAFS -0.012 0.011 ©-0.008 0.014
Mg 0.138 0.180 0.465 0.242
HEER 041 0.023 -0.036 0.031
PR

M FX (ref.) (ref.)

* 5K 0.285 0.276 -0.410 ' 0.433
IR

BTk~ Bk (ref.) (ref.)

EX#E -0.172 0.199 -0.183 0.275

JEE X ¥ -0.082 0.207 -0.167 0.279
KB BN

30000 & »A F (ref.) (ref.)

30001-50000 -0.042 0.197 -0.561* 0.271

50001-70000 0.374 0.224 0.080 0.294

70001 & ¥4 L 0.658* 0.263 0.124 0.360
RS :

%S R (ref.) (ref.)

INRERE 0.011 0.170 0.163 0.229

BRRE -0.872** ~0.279 -0.548 0.367
waR A A 0.563** 0.212 0.889%* 0.280
F 4o d ¥ S0.317%** 0.077 -0.268*%* 0.102
B 1

W4 - WA (ref.) (ref.)

i aE 0.451%* 0.157 0.523* 0.218
% HA 0.635 0.564 -0.026 0.762

Log-Likelihood -889.94

Likelihood Ratio Test 179.34 (df=28) *#**

xpl EEHEEIEFLRERE (2548) @ R EETHCEFLREIHRE
p3 HitBERPEHE
*  p<.05

#%  p<.0l

#x% pe 001
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£ HEAFEZELERANAMARZ SHABEEARE I

(N=1984)
Ln (p2/pl) Ln (p3/pl)

a%a Coefficient Std. Error Coefficient Std. Error
F # -0.019 0.011 0.016 0.014
"7 0.107 0.184 0.202 0.237
HAFHR 0.088*** 0.023 0.087** 0.029
H 4

M~ FX (ref.) (ref.)

X &k 0.146 0.298 0.015 0.373
IR R

& T 4F -~ BAR (ref.) , (ref.)

EX ¥ 0.073 0.205 -0.255 0.258

JEEX ¥ 0.289 0.211 -0.249 0.270
K SN :

30000 & AT (ref.) (ref.)

30001-50000 -0.113 0.200 0.022 0.251

50001-70000 0.372 0.226 -0.878 0.301

70001 & X L 0.556 0.273 0.224 0.358
K&

B RE (ref.) (ref.)

E®% KR 0.310 0.175 -0.070 0.230

BERE -0.421 0.274 -0.470 0.349
BEAER 0.802%** 0.226 0.623* 0.284
F 4 B -0.160* 0.077 -0.230* 0.098
B £ 3,

W 4R~ AT (ref.) (ref.)

e R 0.496** 0.161 0.075 0.207
RO -0.120 0.576 -1.572* 0.736

Log-Likelihood -902.68
Likelihood Ratio Test 196.48 (df=28) ***

xpl EABMT LA HEFEEBE (B22H) R EAAXSEEEBRRIHE
p3HEEERTAEEEEHEERE -
5 p<.05

% p<.0l

#kk e 001
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CERAR BHLEEHARRZEEGRHREZRRFEEZAMMR

EEEERHREE
(N=984)
PR ““ﬁ“‘ﬁ] YT R
wAAE (FL) .
e KR 0.3926 0.4713 0.1361
#x EHER 0.3815 0.4629 0.1556
& R EE 0.5875 0.2948 0.1177
el mAAE (XE)
B W R 0.2531 ~0.5334 0.2135
IHRRE 0.2425 0.5168 0.2407
BREE 0.4222 0.3720 0.2058
wmAAE (F%)
meRE 0.5077 0.3880 0.1043
EHRRE 0.4965 0.3836 0.1200
H BREE 0.6953 0.2222 0.0825
o wEkEE (LE)
B Mo BB 0.3519 0.4722 0.1749
EHKE 0.3396 0.4607 0.1997

BB R 0.5406 0.3033 0.1562
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F 42 *EhaE B A
gxrE (F%)
s KR 0.3833 0.4535 - 0.1632
AR ERRE 0.3322 0.5359 0.1318
WERE 0.4895 0.3802 : 0.1303
o miEAE (X&) .
& o R 0.2256 0.5953 0.1791
ERRE 0.1874 0.6740 0.1386
BAERE 0.3098 0.5365 0.1537
2Rk AEAE (F%)
%S RE 0.4727 0.3407 0.1866
s P ®RE 0.4254 0.4180 0.1566
#H BRERE 0.5814 0.2751 0.1435
{{L EHEAEE (LE)
E Hos R 0.2991 0.4807 0.2202
EX ¥ 91 0.2579 0.5651 0.1770
BREE 0.3975 0.4195 0.1830

¥ BB R EEBEEE T EEEUEE IS B ERASE
FIEEEEGEAGENS KON RENUTYHARA SRR T & 8i# s
8 - 2RI %S Log odds E - HAEH LK EHRE =E UM E -
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