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My Fieldwork in Rural China
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After five hours on a minibus through the Fujian countryside | got off in Shishi
and transferred to the back of a three-wheeled two-stroke pickup truck heading to a
nearby village. Here |1 met Old Lin, who would become one of the key subjects of my
eight-year long research project on China's village enterprises and local institutions.
Lin is a retired official and remained the village elder. He spoke Minnan, a southern
dialect of Mandarin, which is as similar to Taiwanese as a Boston accent is to a Texas
accent. | addressed him in my native Taiwanese tongue and he responded as if we were
relatives. Contrast this to my experience in rural Suzhou, Jiangsu, it took several years
of frequent visits to a small village in Suzhou before | was fully accepted and treated as
a friend. | courted an engineer for many years, who confided in me the details of the
collectives breaking out from bureaucratic control and developing their own industries;
of the party control over all finances and profits; and strict sensors placed on private
entrepreneurs. | also heard the stories of how people were cheated out of promised
stock options and bonus, and how the village leaders stocked the industries with their
people, keeping profits among the elite circle.
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1996

2002

Calling for Submission

3000
2000
200
300

100
E-mail
cfcc@my.nthu.edu.tw

The new column “fieldwork and research note"
in the Contemporary China Newsletter is calling for
papers centered on the issues of the contemporary
China, whether regarding to the aspects of politics,
economics, society or culture. The contents of your
submissions can be open to fieldwork ethnography,
research notes, or book reviews. The submission is
required to be written either in Chinese or English,
within 3000 characters of the former or 2000 words of
the latter. Once admitting the submissions, the editors
will reserve the right to reject, revise or edit the
submitted articles. Also, the accepted submissions will
be published both in print and on-line version. If you
are not willing to have your submission publicized on
our website, please inform us in advance.Once the
article is submitted, the author will receive five copies
of the newsletter as rewards.

Any submitted article should include a brief C.V.
of the author, within 100 words in English as well as
100 characters in Chinese. All correspondence
regarding to submissions should be directed to the
editors by emailing to cfcc@my. nthu.edu.tw.
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